
Fertig qualifies for state in the shot put with second-place 
finish; Getz, Schmeltz perform well 
 

 
By Kevin Gordon 
LEXINGTON — Erik Fertig’s 
season in the shot put came 
down to one final attempt 
Saturday. 
The Eastwood High School 
senior — who thrives on 
pressure and loves the big 
stage — delivered. With plenty 
of distance to spare. 
Fertig threw 55-0 to finish in 
second place during the 

Division II regional track and 
field meet at Lexington High 

School. 
The top four finishers at each of the four regionals advanced to state, with the next 
two best distances, regardless of regional, also qualifying for state. 
Two Eastwood girls earned a spot on the awards podium by finishing in the top 
eight. Junior Jamie Schmeltz was fifth in the 100, and classmate Shelby Getz was 
seventh in the 100 hurdles and eighth in the 300 hurdles. 
The state meet is next Friday and Saturday at Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens 
Stadium. 
 
Fertig finishes second in shot 
Fertig was seventh after the preliminaries and was still seventh with one throw left 
in the finals.  
He responded with the second-best throw of his career. 
The throw of 55-0 was within striking distance of his personal record of 55-8¼ on 
May 17 when he finished second in the district meet at Oak Harbor.  
Fertig also qualified for his sport’s showcase event in the discus, finishing second in 
that event Thursday. He’s a returning state qualifier in both throws, ranking as the 
reigning state champion in the discus. He finished ninth in the shot. 
“I’m very excited, to be going back to back as a state qualifier in both events,” Fertig 
said. “That’s what I’ve been working for all year, to get another chance to go down to 
Columbus and compete in both of my events.” 
Entering his third attempt in the finals, Fertig needed a throw of at least 52-4¼ to 
move into fourth for the final automatic state berth. 
He easily beat that mark and became the runnerup to Genoa senior Noah Koch, who 
won with a distance of 57-7¾. Koch also won the discus. 
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Fertig’s best throw during the preliminaries was 50-6. He fouled on his first attempt 
in the finals and threw 51-7 on his second attempt. 
Last season, Fertig won a regional championship in the shot on his next-to-last 
throw in the finals. He threw 53-1¾ to move from fourth to first after being second 
going into the finals. 
“I’ve been in that situation a number of times, where I needed a throw, and that gave 
me the confidence I could do it again,” said Fertig, who will throw collegiately at the 
University of Louisville. 
Fertig expects to concentrate on the hammer throw and the discus at Louisville. 
“I was thinking, just get one in, you don’t need to get after it,” Fertig said. “This year, 
compared to last year at the regional, I just needed a more casual throw, just 
something that would qualify for state. 
“And then I realized this could be my last shot put throw ever. Even if I foul or it 
doesn’t go well, I was going to go out on my terms.” 
Heath junior Cortez Hatem was third at 54-2¼ and West Salem Northwestern senior 
Tyler Carson was fourth at 53-9.  
The fifth- and sixth-place finishers at Lexington earned the at-large berths. They 
were Jonathan Alder junior Daniel Heinig, 52-4¼; and Waynedale senior Tyler 
Matter, 52-2¼. 
Fertig has thrown consistently well during the last month, hitting at least 52-7½ in 
each of his last four meets. 
“He has a lot of confidence in himself, that he knows he can put a throw out there,” 
Eastwood coach Brian Sabo said. “You can’t be afraid to lose, even when losing is a 
possibility. He went after winning. It allows you to relax because you’re attacking 
winning, instead of worrying about losing. 
“He was phenomenal,” Sabo added. “He stays relaxed. He knows he can throw that. 
He had thrown that distance before. It’s not like he needed a two-foot PR.” 
The 15 athletes were divided into two flights for the preliminaries where they 
received three throws each, with the top nine distances advancing to the finals. The 
throwers then received three more attempts in the finals. 
In the finals, they throw in reverse order of standing, beginning with the ninth-place 
thrower. 
When Fertig entered the ring for his final attempt, the large number of his boys and 
girls teammates, and Eagle fans watching the event started to slow clap. 
“The slow clap really helps me get fired up, and it ended up paying off,” Fertig said. 
“I really like the high pressure situations. It gives you a high, and your muscles and 
heart get tingly, and you get all excited. Then, you hear the claps, and everything 
goes numb, and then it’s just you and the shot or the discus, and you let it fly. 
“It felt pretty good when I released it, but everything kind of goes numb,” Fertig 
added. “But I knew I had done everything I could, and I was going to see where it put 
me.” 
Fertig is seeded second in the discus at state, based on regional distances. He threw 
169-3, just shy of his PR of 172-3. Koch is the No. 1 seed at 186-4. He finished 10th in 
the event at state last season. 
Fertig is seeded fifth in the shot. 



“I was close to my PRs and to have those distances going into the state meet gives 
me a lot of confidence in both events,” Fertig said. “It’s a relief to get back down 
there because there’s a lot of pressure to qualify. Now, I know I’m going back there 
and I can leave it all on the line. I have nothing to lose once I’m down there.” 
 
Schmeltz, Getz perform well 

Schmeltz and Getz ran well in their races. 
Schmeltz just missed qualifying for state 
in the 100, even though she posted her 
fourth-best time of the season. She was 
timed in 12.78, just off her school record 
of 12.71 set during the Northern Buckeye 
Conference meet May 11. 
The regional was won by Beechcroft 
junior Makiya Montgomery, who had a 
meet-record time of 11.77. The previous 
record of 11.80 was set by Liberty-
Benton’s Michaela Butler in 2015. 
A time of 12.74 was needed to earn one of 
the automatic state berths, and the at-
large berths of 12.34 and 12.63 came from 

the Austintown Fitch regional. 
“She went out hard,” Eastwood coach Nikki Sabo said. “She got out first and tried to 
hold it as long as she could. I’m proud of the effort she gave. She put herself in that 
race. I’m very proud of how she competed.” 
Getz ran her fourth-fastest time of the season in the 100 hurdles, a 15.97 clocking 
that was just off her best of 15.73 at the Oak Harbor district final May 17. She was 
battling for a top-four finish, but hit one of the hurdles on the front stretch and fell 
to seventh. 
Galion junior Kerrigan Myers won the race in 14.05, breaking the regional record of 
14.26 set in 2015 by Columbus Eastmoor’s Cheyanne Carter. A time of 15.22 was 
needed to finish in the top four. 
The 300 hurdles saw Getz timed in 48.50, compared to her best of 46.90 during the 
district final. She hit two hurdles during the race. 
Orrville sophomore Daysia Hargrave won the race in 46.12. A time of 46.72 was 
needed to finish in the top four. 
 “She went out hard,” Sabo said. “These hurdles are not forgiving. It does hinder you 
when you hit a couple. She was right in there. I’m very proud of how she’s competed 
this year. She went after it.” 
Getz and Schmeltz were regional qualifiers for the second straight season. Neither 
made the finals last season, Getz in the 300 hurdles and Schmeltz in the 100. 
Schmeltz also finished eighth in the 200 at last season’s regional. 
Both return next season, as will freshman Maisy Stevenson and Mikayla Hoelter. The 
four qualified for the regional in the 4x400 relay, missing a spot in the finals by 2.72 
seconds with the ninth-fastest semifinal time. 



“Just experience,” Sabo said 
when asked what she wants 
Getz and Schmeltz to take out of 
the regional for next season. 
“They competed hard, and they 
showed our freshmen and our 
younger athletes this is what 
you have to do to be successful. 
They can take their experience 
and their leadership into next 
season.” 
 
 

Complete results of the regional are available at: 
https://www.baumspage.com/rtrack/2012/6/2019/Finals%20Results.pdf

https://www.baumspage.com/rtrack/2012/6/2019/Finals%20Results.pdf


 


