
Boys, girls perform well in season-opening meet 
 

 
By Kevin Gordon 
Eastwood boys and girls track and field teams performed well Tuesday during their 
season-opening meet against Clay. 
The boys won 10 events to score a 76½-60½ victory, and the girls won eight events in a 
75-62 loss. 
In the boys meet, Eastwood won seven individual events and three relays. 
Erik Fertig had two first-place finishes for Eastwood. The senior won the discus with a 
throw of 161-4 and the shot put with a throw of 49-10¾. 
The Eagles’ other individual winners were: junior Logan Wendt, 110 hurdles, 16.08; 
sophomore Jimmy Recknagel, 1,600, 5:21.39; junior Christian Peters, 300 hurdles, 44.59; 
junior Luke Coffman, 3,200, 10:42.76; and freshman Emmet Getz, high jump, 5-6. 
“We had a good day,” Eastwood coach Brian Sabo said. “Clay had a good team. We 
competed well, even though we had a lot of guys nervous because it was their first 
competition at the varsity or high school level. They gave unbelievable effort. 
“It’s a lot different running five hurdles in practice instead of 10 today. It’s a lot different 
with an implement in your hand when it’s 35-40 degrees, and you have to stay in the ring. 
It’s different clearing a bar in the pole vault, instead of a bungee chord or doing a run 
through.” 
The Eagles won three relays. 
The 4x800 team of junior Lucas Pease, senior Alex Boyer, sophomore Ashton Hill and 
junior Darren Wynn won in 9:56.13. 
The 4x200 relay team of junior Jacob Halko, and sophomores Connor Oberhouse, Dylan 
Jump and Jacob Rowe won in 1:43.43. 
The 4x100 team of Wendt, seniors Jack Arman and Ceyleon Damron, and junior Nate 
McCauley-Benner won in 46.72. 



“I like where our team is at, and we’re going to get a lot better,” Sabo said. “I was very 
happy for the first meet. This lets us know where we’re at, and what we have to work on. 
This is just a good, solid team. 
“Our leaders and the people who needed to score were that. We saw a lot of guys who 
didn’t hardly score or win last year, score or win in a relay or a certain event. We saw some 
young kids step up and perform right away. That was important.” 
Juniors Shelby Getz and Jamie Schmeltz both won twice for the Eastwood girls. 
Getz swept the hurdles, winning the 100 race in 17.00 and the 300 race in 51.10. Schmeltz 
was first in the 100 in 13.24 and the 200 in 27.26. 
“We had a good day against a good team,” Eastwood coach Nikki Sabo said. “That’s why we 
schedule Clay because they’re always good. They give us a test and a gauge of where we 
are.  
“We had a lot of positive things happen, but it also gave us a sense of we have a long way to 
go. We’re going to keep working hard in practice, and it will come together. But it’s nice to 
go against good competition because it’s going to make us better in the long run.” 
Eastwood won three field events, including the discus and the shot. 
Junior Ashley Hodulik threw 91-3 to win the discus, and freshman Ava Kiefer threw 33-9½ 
to win the shot. 
“Our throws were on fire,” Sabo said. “Over half of them had season-best PRs (personal 
records) already, and it’s only the first meet of the year. You can tell there’s a sense of 
confidence amongst that group. 
“But the one thing I really like about that group (the throwers) is they encourage each 
other. They get excited no matter who gets a PR, no matter who gets a great throw. They 
celebrate each other’s successes, and that’s awesome. It’s fun to watch them.” 
Eastwood’s other field-event win came in the long jump where freshman Felicia Cassaubon 
had a distance of 15-7. 
Eastwood won the 4x100 relay, with Schmeltz, senior Brianne Kwiatkowski, Getz and 
junior Hannah Limes running a time of 53.57. 
“There were a lot of good things that happened, and we’ll continue to build on them,” Sabo 
said. 
Both Eastwood coaches were pleased with the way their teams encouraged and supported 
each other during the meet, and the way their athletes handled the chilly and windy 
conditions. 
“I saw a lot of team spirit,” Brian Sabo said. “They were cheering each other on. They were 
very supportive of each other. I heard zero complaints about the weather, that it was cold 
and windy. I really appreciate and respect that.” 
The Eagles are scheduled to compete Friday in the Liberty-Benton Relays. 
 
Complete results of the meet are available at: 
http://www.baumspage.com/track/eastwood/032619/2019/Results%20to%20print.pdf 
 


