
Boys look for big finish to outstanding season 
 
By Kevin Gordon - May 31st, 2017 
 
Eastwood’s boys track and field team has performed consistently well this season. 
 
The Eagles will attempt to fashion one final quality performance this weekend in the 
Division III state meet at Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens Stadium. 
 
They qualified four individuals and four relay teams to their sport’s showcase event 
Friday and Saturday. 
 
The individual qualifiers are Dalton Andrews in the shot put, Jacob Montag in the 
pole vault, Ryan Reiter in the long jump and Kenneth Cassaubon in the 110 hurdles. 
 
Eastwood’s 400, 800, 1,600 and 3,200 relay teams all advanced to state. 
 
The finals of the shot put, long jump, pole vault and the 3,200 relay are Friday. The 
semifinals of the 110 hurdles and the other three relays are Friday, with the top two 
finishers in each semifinal and the next five fastest times overall advancing to 
Saturday’s finals. 
 
Eastwood is coming off its fifth straight regional championship, an 84-point effort in 
Tiffin last weekend. 
 
“Friday is it, period. We’re going to put everything we have into Friday,” Eastwood 
head coach Brian Sabo said. “Friday is our state meet. Saturday is a bonus. Saturday 
is just that last lap or that last little bit to finish. Everybody can finish, if you’ve got 
some heart and you’ve got some effort. 
 
“If we get into the finals, we’re sitting well and have a great Friday, we’re going to 
show up Saturday, and it’s going to be great. Friday, to me, is everything. That’s what 
they have to put their emphasis on. Everybody is able to show up on Friday. That’s 
what we’ll do. Our job is making finals. We’ll know where we stand after Friday.” 
 
Eastwood believes it has one of the top three teams in the state and will battle East 
Canton and Smithville for the top three spots, barring surprises. 
 
East Canton won the Massillon Perry regional with 96½ points, while Smithville was 
second with 71. East Canton qualified for state in 10 events, including all four relays. 
Smithville advanced to state in six individual events and two relays. 
 
The Eagles won Division II state championships in 2009 and 2010, and finished 
second in the division in 2003 and 2008. Eastwood also was third in the Division II 
state meet in 2014 and 2015. 
 



“We’re a top-three team, no question,” Sabo said. “If we perform really well and it’s 
third, it’s third. If we have a great state meet and everything is All-Ohio and we had 
fun and enjoyed each other’s company, that’s a great memory. If we perform really 
well Friday, and we have points in the bank, everyone else has to chase us and that’s 
OK.” 
 
The top eight performers in each event receive All-Ohio honors. 
 
“If you go down and PR (personal record), and we place where we place, there’s not 
much more you can ask,” Sabo said. “Our goal in every event is to be All-Ohio. That’s 
very valuable to them personally, and it will mean points for our team.” 
 
In addition to its regional title, Eastwood won the Northern Buckeye Conference and 
district championships. The Eagles also won the Napoleon Invitational, and finished 
second to Whitmer in the Whitmer Invitational and the Eastwood Relays. 
 
Whitmer scored 39 points to tie Ashland for fourth place in the Division I regional at 
Amherst Steele. 
 
“We’ll give great effort and run as if nobody is there. If somebody else is there, we’ll 
be compete a little bit harder. I’m focused on what we’re doing. Then, we’ll go back 
and look at what others are doing. We’re pleased with how we’re performing, 
mentally and physically. The mental part, they’re so focused and intense, and 
competing for each other and competing for the team. The physical part is coming 
with that.” 
 
Looking at Eastwood’s state qualifiers: 
  
3,200 relay 
The Eagles’ team of senior Logan Baugher, juniors Billy Barker and Alex Boyer, and 
sophomore Jack Chappuies won the regional in 8:12.50 — its best time of the season 
and 15 seconds better than its previous best of 8:27.51 a week earlier. 
 
The regional time was the 10th-fastest in Eastwood history. 
 
“If we all run our own race, our normal race, a PR, we’ll place well,” Baugher said. 
 
Eastwood’s regional clocking was the eighth-fastest among the 16 state qualifiers, 
and is the eighth-fastest in Division III this season. 
 
“We like the way we’re running,” Baugher said. “We’re coming off a good race which 
gave us a lot more confidence.” 
 
Baugher is a four-time state qualifier in the event. The Eagles were sixth last season, 
third in 2015 and second in 2014. Barker also returns from last season. 
  



1,600 relay 
Eastwood is bidding for its third state championship in the last four seasons in the 
1,600 relay. The Eagles also won last season and in 2014, and were seventh in 2015. 
 
This season’s team consists of Baugher, Montag, Reiter, and Isaac Emahiser. Montag 
and Reiter are seniors, while Emahiser is a junior. 
 
Baugher, Reiter and Emahiser all return from last season’s state championship team. 
Emahiser ran on the seventh-place team as a sophomore. 
 
“Our goal is to win it again,” Reiter said. “It helps a lot having been down there 
before. Being there is still the greatest feeling. It never changes. But having been 
there before, you know what to expect, what the atmosphere is like.” 
 
The Eagles were third in the regional with a season-best time of 3:25.88, beating 
their previous best of 3:27.10. Baugher ran the race, even though he became ill after 
finishing sixth in the 800 about an hour earlier. 
 
The 1,600 relay team should be fresher than normal Saturday, should it make the 
finals because Baugher won’t have to run the 3,200 relay or the 800, Emahiser won’t 
have to run the 200 and Montag pole vaults on Friday. Emahiser was seventh in the 
200 at the regional and ran the 1,600 relay final about 30 minutes later. 
 
“We’re running well, but we can still go faster,” Baugher said. “We know we’re 
capable of it.” 
 
Eastwood’s regional time was the eighth-fastest of the state qualifiers and is the 
eighth-fastest in Division III. 
  
800 relay/400 relay 
Eastwood’s 800 relay team of junior Cooper Comes, Reiter, senior Tyler Brenot and 
Emahiser has high hopes at state. 
 
The Eagles’ season-best time of 1:29.93 at the regional is the third-fastest in the 
state this season and the third-fastest in the regional among the state qualifiers. The 
time earned them a regional championship and was the second-fastest in Eastwood 
history. 
 
The Eagles’ 400 relay team also won a regional championship. 
 
The team of Brenot, Emahiser, Reiter and senior Landon Zura had a time of 43.47, 
lowering its season-best of 43.50. The 43.47 clocking was the fourth-fastest in the 
regional by the state qualifiers and is the fifth-fastest in the state this season. 
 
Eastwood was seventh in the state last season, with Brenot, Emahiser and Reiter 
returning from the team last season. 



 
“We’re just going to run our race, and, with the atmosphere and the competition, I’m 
sure we’re going to run faster in both of them,” Reiter said of the 800 and 400 relays. 
“It’ll be fun to see because we can definitely go faster and do well in both.” 
  
Ryan Reiter/Long jump 
The long jump is the other event for Reiter, a four-event state qualifier. 
 
He won the Tiffin regional with a jump of 22-½, just one-quarter inch off his season-
best. His jump of 22-¾ is the fifth-best in Eastwood history. 
 
Reiter’s regional jump is the second-best of the state qualifiers and the fourth-best 
in the state this season. He also qualified for the state long jump last season, 
finishing 14th with a distance of 19-9¼. 
 
“My goal is to get a big jump in, just like I did at the regionals and go from there,” 
Reiter said. “I want to make it to finals first. Then, we’ll see what happens.” 
  
Dalton Andrews/Shot put 
Andrews is coming off his best performance of the season. The junior threw 55-11 
to finish fourth in the Tiffin regional. The throw came on his next-to-last attempt in 
the finals and was the third-best in Eastwood history. 
 
The left-hander easily beat his previous best of 54-2. Andrews is looking to throw in 
the upper 55s again this week, or even extend his best to 56 or 57 feet. His regional 
throw ranks third among the state qualifiers and is the third-best in Division III. 
 
“I’m throwing pretty well right now,” Andrews said. “It’s exciting coming into state 
with a PR that was by more than a foot. Everything’s finally coming together really, 
really well. I’m looking for a PR again this week. If I get there, that’ll put me right up 
there.” 
  
Kenneth Cassaubon/110 hurdles 
Cassaubon posted his best time of the season en route to a second-place finish in the 
regional. The senior’s time of 15.17 lowered his previous best of 15.42. It was the 
eighth-fastest in school history. 
 
“I’m feeling pretty good,” Cassaubon said. “I’ve worked a lot on my starts this year, 
and I’m liking how that is coming along right now. 
 
“I’m running well,” Cassaubon added. “But my coaches (Ethan Downey, Gary White) 
are still finding things I can do better which is awesome because that will help me 
even improve more.” 
 
Cassaubon qualified for state, even though he didn’t start hurdling until late in his 
sophomore season. 



 
“I’d like to make finals and see what I can do in the finals,” Cassaubon said. “Just 
going to be down to state will be awesome. I’d really like to make finals, run a PR 
and score some points for my team. 
 
“I had a lot of doubters,” Cassaubon added. “I’ve been told ever since I was young, I 
wasn’t very good, I wasn’t very athletic. It’s nice to be where I am today to show that 
hard work can get you places.” 
  
Jacob Montag/Pole vault 
Montag should be in the mix for a state championship. He cleared 14-6 for second 
place in the regional. The senior has a best of 15-0 this season, third-best in Division 
III this season. 
 
Seneca East senior Garrett Manning has the best vault in the state in Division III this 
season at 15-7, and Newcomerstown junior Ryan Stevens is second at 15-1. They 
also qualified for state. 
 
“My goal is to win,” Montag said, adding he believes a vault of 15-6 or better will be 
needed to win the state title. “I’m jumping better right now than I have been all year. 
I’d like to get a PR at state. If you give it everything you have, you can’t be 
disappointed.” 
 
Manning’s vault of 15-7 is fourth-best in Ohio this season, regardless of division. 
Stevens is in a two-way tie for second at 15-1, while Montag is in a four-way tie for 
seventh at 15-0. 


