
Trombly’s gutsy finish helps 4x800 relay qualify for state; 
Fertig also advances to state in the discus 

 
By Kevin Gordon 
LEXINGTON — Daniel Trombly 
was in serious trouble entering 
the final 100 meters of the 4x800 
relay Thursday night. 
The Eastwood senior had just 
dropped to fifth place and 
appeared out of energy during the 
Division II regional meet at 
Lexington High School. 
The Eagles’ chances of qualifying 
for state were quickly fading, too. 
Until Trombly recovered.  
Trombly turned in a gutsy stretch 
run to give Eastwood a fourth-

place finish and a trip the Division II state meet next weekend at Ohio State 
University’s Jesse Owens Stadium. 
The Eagles’ team of senior Billy Barker, juniors Alex Boyer and Jack Chappuies, and 
Trombly had a time of 8:06.49 to blister their previous season best of 8:18.1 by 
almost 12 seconds. 
The top four finishers in the running events at each of the four regionals advance to 
state, along with the next two fastest times overall, regardless of region. The at-large 
qualifiers are new this season. 
The 4x800 relay team will be joined at state by junior Erik Fertig, who earned a trip 
to Columbus with a second-place finish in the discus. 
In the field events, the top four regional finishers in each event advance to state. 
There are no at-large state qualifiers. 
The regional concludes Saturday with the field events at 11:30 a.m., followed by the 
running finals at 12:30 p.m. 
Milan Edison senior Gavin Schaeffer passed Trombly and appeared headed for 
fourth place, but Trombly rallied to take fourth by .32. 
“I started fading. I wasn’t sure I had anything left,” Trombly said. “When I got to 300, 
350 to go, I felt pretty dead. I knew he was going to challenge me, and I wasn’t going 
to let him get away with it that easy.  
“With about 200 to go, I could see a shadow coming up on me, so I started pushing 
more, and I knew I was going to make my move with about 100 to go.” 
Heath won in 7:50.43, while Shelby was second at 7:52.48 and Perkins was third in 
7:55.51.  
“What a finish (by Trombly),” Barker said. “It looked like he had nothing left, and 
then he came out of nowhere. He found something down deep.” 
Last season, Trombly didn’t run in the district meet and ran in Eastwood’s late 
season junior varsity invitational. 



“He fought to the very end, stayed true to what we worked on,” Eastwood coach 
Brian Sabo said. “He had good arm action at the end, and you saw the difference. He 
didn’t finish well last week, and that’s something we worked on this week.” 
Barker, Boyer and Chappuies gave the Eagles a chance to advance to state by giving 
Trombly the baton in 5:59. All four Eagles had a personal-record split in the race. 
Eastwood’s time was the sixth-fastest in school history. 
“Our goal was to run a PR, to have a day where everybody was on,” Boyer said. “That 
definitely happened today. We didn’t care who was on the track in terms of the 
other schools. Our goal was to go out and run and get a PR.” 
“There’s not much more you can ask from those guys,” Sabo said. “They went out 
and ran hard. It was fun to watch.” 
The Eagles qualified for state in the 4x800 relay for the fifth straight season. They 
finished 12th in the Division III state meet last season, with Barker, Boyer and 
Chappuies returning from that team. 
Eastwood also was sixth in Division III in 2016, with Barker running on that team. 
Barker, Boyer, Chappuies and Trombly have been aiming for a trip to Columbus 
since they finished eighth in the Division II-III state indoor meet in March. 
The task of advancing to Columbus was made even more difficult this season by the 
Eagles moving back to Division II. 
“We knew it was going to be hard, but our goal was to get to state,” Chappuies said. 
“The expectations were the same after last year.” 
“We couldn’t ask for anything better,” Barker said. “State was our goal. Last year 
gave us confidence we could do it and then the indoor season inspired us to push 
our boundaries, push our limits even more. Everyone has worked incredibly hard to 
get us where we are today.” 
The 4x800 relay has been a frustrating event for Eastwood this season because the 
four runners had never all run well on the same day. 
“In almost all of our other meets, we’ve only had one or two guys on, and the other 
two or three guys have run crappy,” Boyer said. “Today, everyone ran hard, 
everyone was focused and everyone ran well. It was a great day.” 
The 4x800 relay, however, was just one of many highlights for the Eagles. 
Senior Jacob Hahn and the Eagles’ 4x400 relay team of Boyer, Hahn, sophomore 
Nate McCauley-Benner and Chappuies also qualified for their finals of their events in 
season-best times. 
“I told them thank you for the effort today, and it’s an honor to coach you,” Sabo 
said. “We talked about coming in and giving great effort, having a PR mindset. We 
don’t care what happens as long as you give effort. We’re going to go after PRs.  
“When they do that, you’re overwhelmed with pride, joy, honor,” Sabo added. “They 
pour out the effort. There aren’t enough superlatives to describe how much I love 
coaching these guys. It’s an honor to watch them compete.” 
Fertig earned his state berth with a second-place finish in the discus, thanks to a 
throw of 158-2. 
“I’m happy. That’s been one of my goals, going to state,” Fertig said. “The distance 
wasn’t great, but it’s what I’ve been throwing, and you can’t ask for anything more 
than going to Columbus.” 
Fertig has a season best of 166-9, the third-best throw in Division II this season.  



Genoa junior Noah Koch won the event with a throw of 171-0. 
“It’s a bit of a relief to get to state, but there’s still a job to do at ‘Jesse O,’” Fertig said. 
“The job isn’t done yet. I’m excited to have another week to compete and really get 
after it in Columbus.” 
“Now that he’s qualified for state, he can relax and go after a PR next week,” Sabo 
said of Fertig, who competes in the shot put Saturday. 
Hahn was Eastwood’s surprise of the day. He ran a career-best time of 51.10 in the 
400, the sixth-fastest of the eight finalists. The time also was the ninth fastest in 
Eastwood history. 
Hahn’s previous best was 51.78. His district final time of 52.38 was the 15th fastest 
of the 16 regional qualifiers. 
“He probably thought he had no shot to get out,” Sabo said. “His goal was to PR and 
get in the Top 10. Now, he’s in the finals, and you never know what can happen. 
Guys might not run because they’re in other races, and guys might be tired because 
they’re running other races. I’m really happy for him because he always runs hard.” 
Eastwood’s 4x400 relay team had a time of 3:26.67, the fifth fastest of the finalists 
and its best of the season. The Eagles’ previous best of 3:27.13 came in the district 
final. 
Chappuies ran the final leg of the relay in place of senior Isaac Emahiser, who was 
held out for precautionary reasons because of a sore leg. Sabo said Emahiser will 
run in the regional final. 
“Each guy did their job,” Sabo said. “The goal was to make finals. We’re going to run 
hard in the finals and see how we do.” 
The Eagles are looking to qualify for state in the 4x400 relay for the sixth straight 
season. They were second in the Division III state meet last season, and won state 
championships in Division III in 2016 and in Division II in 2014.  
Emahiser is the only returnee from last season, and ran on the team in 2016 and 
2015. The 2015 team finished seventh, and the 2013 team was fourth. 
 
For complete results of Thursday's events and Saturday's meet program, 
visit http://www.baumspage.com/track/trevent.php?peventid=799&table=C 
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