
By Kevin Gordon 
 
Noah Smith is ready for his next challenge. 
 
The Eastwood High School graduate is headed to the University of Arkansas-Little 
Rock on a full track and field scholarship. 
 
He spent the last two seasons at Meridian (Mississippi) Community Collegiate 
where he won two National Junior Collegiate Athletic Association Division II 
national championships in the 3,200 relay and qualified twice for the national meet 
in the 800. 
 
Smith will have two seasons of eligibility at UALR. 
 
“From Day 1, they were straightforward with me,” Smith said of UALR.  
 
“Coach called me up and gave me my offer right away. That blew me away. A full 
scholarship in track really doesn’t happen a lot. It’s almost unheard of.” 
 
Smith won both national championships during the indoor season. He ran the first 
leg of the relay both times. He was one of two Eastwood graduates on the relay. 
Running the anchor leg was Tim Hoodlebrink, who was Smith’s classmate. 
 
The 3,200 relay team also finished fourth in the NJCAA outdoor meet this spring. 
Smith also was 19th in the 800 at the national outdoor meet. 
 
Smith was eighth in the indoor 800 at the NJCAA national meet as a freshman. 
 
“I liked both coaches (at UALR), and they’ve set me up for success,” Smith said. “I felt 
right at home there from the visit and the things I heard." 
 
“Before I went on the visit, I had heard a lot about the school because my distance 
coach at Meridian ran there,” Smith added.  
 
“He said he really enjoyed it there. Then, I have a teammate who is joining me there. 
We went on the visit there and enjoyed it. All of the athletes there who run track (at 
UALR) were really welcoming. I felt like they took care of us, and it should be a good 
next two years.” 
 
UALR contacted Smith in late March/early April following the national indoor meet, 
and he visited the school shortly after that.  
 
Smith is expected to run the 800 at UALR, although he said he could run the 1,600 
relay to keep his speed up. 
 



Smith had career-best times of 1:54.76 in the outdoor 800, and 1:53.87 in the indoor 
800. 
 
“(UALR) stayed interested in me and kept in contact. We clicked right away,” said 
Smith, who will major in business/marketing at UALR." 
 
Smith’s finishing his classwork at Meridian this summer by taking two classes 
online. He’s also working for Henline Construction. 
 
After sweeping the national indoor championships in the 3,200 relay, Smith and this 
teammates were looking to win an outdoor national championship this spring. 
 
Meridian finished fourth in 7:43.04, while Allen County (Kansas) made it back-to-
back national titles in the event in 7:36.49. 
 
“We had high hopes to win and we wanted to win, but things just didn’t work out 
the way we wanted,” Smith said. “Allen has a great program. We were disappointed 
we didn’t win, but we had a heck of a two years.” 
 
But Smith still has fond memories of his two indoor national championships in the 
3,200 relay. 
 
“It’s a great feeling, a really cool feeling to win a national championship,” Smith said. 
“But it really doesn’t hit you until you get back to the hotel when you’re hanging out 
with your teammates, your family is calling you, all your friends are texting you and 
you’re getting tweets. Everything clicked for us.” 
 
The four runners, including Smith and Hoodlebrink, were on both NJCAA 
championship relay teams. 
 
“Going back-to-back makes it even more satisfying,” Smith said. “We had a target on 
our back this year. We didn’t expect to win last year. We came in being our first year 
not knowing what to expect. We just went out and ran and ended up winning.” 
 
Smith attended Edinboro University for the fall semester after graduating from 
Eastwood in the spring of 2015, but transferred to Meridian for the second semester 
of the 2015-16 academic year. 
 
Hoodlebrink already was at Meridian and encouraged Smith to join him there. 
 
The two have been close friends since the sixth grade. 
 
“Edinboro didn’t work out and I was planning on coming back and going to (Bowling 
Green State University), but Tim said I should come to Meridian, and we can run 
together again for two more years,” Smith said. 
 



Smith and Hoodlebrink helped Eastwood to two All-Ohio finishes in the 3,200 relay 
in the Division II state meet. They finished third as seniors in 2015 and second in 
2014. The two were roommates at Meridian this season. 
 
“Knowing Tim was already (at Meridian) made the decision easier,” Smith said. “He 
showed me around. He’s one of my best friends, so that made me feel comfortable. It 
was definitely a cool experience to run with him. To win a national championship 
with a childhood friend is a really good experience.”  
 
 
 
 
 


