
OHSAA adds two at-large qualifiers to running events at 
state meet 
 
By Kevin Gordon 
The state high school track and field championships will have two extra qualifiers in 
the running events starting this season. 
The Ohio High School Athletic Association’s board of directors unanimously 
approved the at-large qualifiers in September. A proposal to expand the number of 
state-meet qualifiers was made by the Ohio Association of Track and Cross Country 
Coaches. 
Under the new format, the top four finishers in each of the four regionals will 
continue to qualify for state. Then, the next two fastest times overall, regardless of 
regional, also will advance to state. 
The number of state qualifiers increased from 16 to 18. 
Eastwood’s girls and boys compete in their Division II regional Thursday and 
Saturday at Lexington High School. 
The state meet is June 1-2 at Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens Stadium. 
“It allows for a bit better state meet if you have better times coming in,” Eastwood 
boys coach Brian Sabo said. “It allows the opportunity for two more kids to make it 
who really should make it.” 
Because Jesse Owens Stadium has nine lanes, the OHSAA didn’t foresee any 
problems in adding the two extra qualifiers. All nine lanes have been used during 
the finals in recent years, but only eight were being used during the semifinals. 
“It’s a good opportunity for more people to compete,” Eastwood girls coach Nikki 
Sabo said. “It’ll be interesting to see how it shakes out and which regional it comes 
from.” 
The Lexington regional for girls and boys, in most seasons, usually is very good. 
“You run a really, really, really good time at Lexington, and you have a chance to get 
to state,” Brian Sabo said. “It allows you hope, a chance. Let’s try to be fourth. It’s the 
right thing to do. If we run a PR (personal record) and we’re sixth, and we don’t 
make it, we don’t make it. If you PR, you have a chance to make it.” 
The OHSAA, however, did not approve the extra state qualifiers in the field events. 
The field events weren’t included because of concerns about how long it would take 
to run the pole vault and the high jump at the state meet. Because of ties, those 
events could have more than two extra qualifiers added. 
The long jump, discus and shot put would require just six additional attempts in 
each of those events. 
“I am disappointed it’s only in the running events,” said Nikki Sabo, a two-time state 
placer in the Division II long jump for Perkins High School. She jumped 17-2 to finish 
fourth in 1992 and 17-6½ to finish fifth in 1993. 
“I don’t understand why they can’t take an extra person in the field events, too,” 
Nikki Sabo added. “The way they have it set up at the state meet is you’re not 
running at the same time, the same division is doing their field events, so you do 
have the time. There are multiple pole vault pits. They are multiple high jump pits.” 



Although the extra qualifiers weren’t added in the field events this season, the Sabos 
said the OHSAA is considering adding them in the future. 
“There’s a possibility it could still get done,” Brian Sabo said. “There was a lot of 
discussion why are we just doing running events. We could do field events. I 
definitely want to see it in the field events. If you run it pretty efficiently, you’ll be 
fine in terms of time. What’s wrong with getting a few more kids to the state meet?” 
 


