
Eagle boys win NBC championship 
 
By Kevin Gordon - Oct. 16th, 2017 
 
Eastwood’s boys won the Northern Buckeye Conference cross country 
championship Saturday on their home course. 
 
The Eagles had four of the top nine finishers to total 40 points, just enough to edge 
five-time defending champion Otsego by three points. Genoa was third with 90. 
 
Luke Coffman led Eastwood with a second-place finish in 16:49.73, while teammate 
Billy Barker was fifth in 17:24.31. 
 
Both earned first-team All-NBC honors, presented 
to the top seven finishers. 
 
The eighth- through 14th-place finishers were second-team, and the 15th - through 
21st-place finishers were honorable mention. 
 
Eastwood had two second-team runners — Daniel Trombley was eighth in 17:47.42 
and Lucas Pease was ninth in 17:51.08. Cole Pawlowski (16th , 18:11.77) and 
Nathan Payne (17th , 18:12.14) earned honorable-mention recognition for the 
Eagles. 
 
Eastwood’s Kyle Fruth was 22nd in 18:41.03. 
 
“They ran very well. We had PRs (personal records) all over the place,” Eastwood 
coach Stephanie Sims said. “We just don’t ever know from week to week who is 
going to step up for us. That’s what it takes. It was a team effort. We stress that. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re the 15 th guy or the first guy. What all of you do dictates 
what the team does. 
 
“We knew what we had to do,” Sims added. “We practiced for two weeks on what we 
had to do to win the race. We knew what we had to do to win the race and workouts 
supported that.” 
 
Eastwood was second in the NBC the last two seasons, and was second to Otsego in 
both conference jamborees earlier this season. Otsego won the first jamboree on a 
sixth-runner tiebreaker over the Eagles. 
 
“The league championship is always our first team goal, and we knew we had a 
chance at it this season,” Sims said 
 
Genoa’s Sam Hoeft was the individual champion, passing Coffman late in the race. 
 
Hoeft won in 16:46.77, holding off Coffman by 2.96 seconds. The individual win 



earned Hoeft NBC Athlete of the Year honors. 


