
Boys extend conference championship streak to 18 years 
 

By 
Kevin Gordon 
MILLBURY — Eastwood’s boys track and field team won its 18th straight conference 
championship Saturday. 
Virtually all of the athletes on the team weren’t born in May, 2000 — the last time 
the Eagles failed to win their conference championship. 
Eastwood won six of the 17 events and added 15 finishes in second-, third- or 
fourth-place to win the Northern Buckeye Conference championship with 168½ 
points at Lake High School. 
Elmwood was second with 117 points, edging third-place Rossford by four. 
Eastwood coach Brian Sabo said the number of athletes on this season’s team who 
were born the last time the Eagles didn’t win the league can be counted on one hand. 
“We really take a lot of pride in the streak and how much we care about it. It matters 
to us,” said Eastwood senior Billy Barker, who was named the athlete of the meet in 
the running events. 
Barker ran on the winning 4x800 relay team, ran on the runnerup 4x400 relay team, 
was second in the 800 and tied for fourth in the pole vault. 
“The coaches and athletes before us showed us what it’s like to give effort, to enjoy 
what you do and to do it not just for yourself, but for your coaches, your teammates 
and the teams who came before us,” Barker said.  
In addition to the 18 straight conference championships, Eastwood has won 21 of its 
last 22 conference titles.  
The Eagles have won the first seven championships in the NBC after winning the 
final 11 titles in the now-defunct Suburban Lakes League. The SLL morphed into the 
NBC, swapping Gibsonburg and Lakota for Rossford and Woodmore. 
“It’s crazy to think about how long the streak has been alive,” said Eagle junior Erik 
Fertig, who was named the conference’s athlete of the year. 



Fertig, who won the shot put and the 
discus, also was named the athlete of the 
meet in the field events. All of the 
awards are decided by a vote of NBC 
coaches. 
Eastwood scored in every event, 
including six second-place finishes, three 
third-place finishes and six fourth-place 
finishes. The Eagles had two athletes 
score in 11 of the 13 non-relay events.   
The top eight finishers in the non-relay 
events scored team points. Each team is 
allowed to have two competitors per 
event. There also are four relays with 
one team from each school. 
“Where we tend to get teams is our 
depth,” Sabo said. “We might not be first 

or second in an event, but we finish third and fourth. Those double points in an 
event add up. We might out-point you in an event, even if you win it. Our guys love 
that and believe that.” 
“It was really a team effort, and that makes it even more enjoyable because we have 
a lot of guys contributing to the team,” said Barker, who cleared 13-0 in the pole 
vault — well above his previous best of 11-6 earlier this year. 
The Eagles also had a number of season- and career-best performances in the meet. 
“We always push each other and go as hard as we can,” Fertig said. “There were a 
ton of PRs and great performances despite the weather. We go hard every time and 
it showed today. We really did well as a team.” 
Fertig threw 157-7 to win the discus and 52-4¼ to win the shot. 
The Eagles’ other individual winners were: sophomore Logan Wendt, 110 hurdles, 
16.51; and sophomore Lucas Coffman, 3,200, 10:26.64. 
Eastwood won two relays. 
The 4x800 team of Barker, juniors Alex Boyer and Jack Chappuies, and senior Daniel 
Trombly won 8:18.81. 
The 4x100 team of seniors Cooper Comes and Isaac Emahiser and Clayten 
Vongphachanh, and junior Jack Arman won in 44.83. 
“There were a lot of quality teams with some good athletes,” Sabo said of the NBC 
this season. “We’ve had some adversity here and there, but that’s what I love about 
our kids … we battle.  
“We’re not afraid to show anything, and we’ll battle and run hard all year long,” Sabo 
added. “We had to throw a couple guys into different events today, and they fought. 
They won it for the program. They wanted to keep the streak alive. They have a lot 
of team spirit, and they’re going to give a ton of effort.” 
The Eagles’ 51½-point margin of victory in the NBC meet was their smallest since a 
10–point margin 2014. Eastwood won the conference by 128 points last season.  
Eastwood performed well, even though the meet was held in chilly, wet and windy 
conditions.  
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“The weather doesn’t affect us,” Barker said. “We don’t complain. It’s not our nature. 
We just go out and compete as hard as we can.” 
 
For complete results of the meet, visit: 
http://www.baumspage.com/track/northernbuckeyeconf/2018/Results%20to%2
0print.pdf 
 


