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Logan Baugher is a five-time qualifier for the state high school track and field meet. 
 
And he’s a defending state champion in the 1,600 relay, and an All-Ohio honoree in 
the 800 and the 3,200 relay. 
 
But one of Baugher’s proudest moments at Eastwood came Saturday morning, prior 
to the start of the Division III district meet at Gibsonburg High School. 
 
The senior received the Fred Dafler Award for sportsmanship from track and field 
officials in the district. 
 
All-Ohio honors are given to the top eight finishers in each event at the state meet. 
 
“I’m not always looking to be the best athlete,” Baugher said. “I just want to be the 
best man, and sportsmanship is showing the best man, the most honor to me. That’s 
extremely important to me. 
 
 
 
“When high school ends, most athletes aren’t going to continue to run or play their 
sports. You should be a good sport. You should always be a good person in whatever 
sport you’re doing, play hard and be fair.” 
 
An athlete’s accomplishments on the track or in the field aren’t considered for the 
award. Dafler was an associate commissioner for the Ohio High School Athletic 
Association and is a member of the OHSAA Officials Hall of Fame. 
 
“He will do whatever the team needs him to do,” Eagle coach Brian Sabo said. “He is 
selfless. He pours in work. That’s what the entire senior class is like. He pours in 
effort. He pours into his teammates. He has great character. 
 
“That’s what we talk about as a team — effort, pour into your team, how you treat 
others, how you are as a man,” Sabo added. 
 
“That means so much more to us. Genuinely, I think that takes some of the pressure 
off the kids. Whether they make it to a certain level in their event doesn’t change our 
view of them. It’s about what kind of person they are. If they do make it, it validates 
their training. If they don’t make it, it may help them with failure later in life.” 
 
Baugher is the second Eagle to receive the award in the last three seasons, joining 
Devin Snowden in 2015. He was a 12-time state qualifier for the Eagles, earning All-
Ohio recognition 11 times. 



 
Snowden, a sophomore at Ashland University, will compete in the NCAA Division II 
national championships later this week in the 400 hurdles and the 400 relay. 
 
“I remember (Snowden) receiving the award and why he received it; he was a really 
good sportsman. That made me want to win the award,” Baugher said. “It’s such an 
honor to receive the award.” 
 
Eastwood has a great mix of personalities on its team. Some outgoing. Some quiet. 
Some in-between. The Eagles even have a showman or two to enjoy. 
 
Baugher is one of the quiet ones. Because of that, his contributions can easily be 
overlooked. 
 
This season, he helped Eastwood win its 17th straight conference title by running on 
the Eagles’ winning 3,200 and 1,600 relay teams, and finishing second in the 800. 
 
In the district meet at Gibsonburg, he won the 800, and ran on the Eagles’ first-place 
3,200 and 1,600 relay teams. 
 
Next for Baugher and the Eagles is the district meet Wednesday and Friday at Frost-
Kalnow Stadium in Tiffin. The top four finishers at the regional qualify for the state 
meet June 2-3 at Ohio State University. 
 
The finals of the 3,200 relay and the semifinals of the 1,600 are Wednesday. The 
finals of the 800 and the 1,600 are Friday. 
 
“He’s fairly quiet, and there’s nothing wrong with that,” Sabo said. “He likes being 
quiet and going about his business of getting work done, treats others well, helps 
out here and there, and I’m going to be pretty quiet about it. He’s just not a loud 
person and almost goes unnoticed.” 
 
Baugher has been Eastwood’s utility athlete during his career. He’s also competed 
regularly in the long jump and the 110 and 300 hurdles, and also has tried the 
discus, 100, 200, 400 and 1,600. 
 
“I just love that,” Baugher said. “I wanted to do them all. The more events I can do, 
the more knowledge I’ll have of how other people run. Once you’ve run their event, 
you know how it feels, and you can really help them.” 
 
“He will do whatever event he needs to do to help the team, and we’ve got a lot of 
guys like that right now in the senior class,” Sabo said. “Guys will volunteer to do 
other events, if they think it will help the team out.” 
 



The 5-foot-11, 160-pound Baugher plays soccer in the fall and is a member of the 
bowling team in the winter. He’s also a member of Student Council, National Honor 
Society, Key Club and Encore (an a cappella music group). 
 
“I want to be viewed as a humble person, a competitor and a leader ... someone who 
treats everyone well,” said Baugher, who has a 4.4 grade-point average. He’ll run 
collegiately at Indiana Tech where he’ll major in criminal justice. 
 
Baugher’s first trip to state came as a freshman in 2014 when he helped Eagles to a 
second-place finish in the Division II 3,200 relay. He also helped Eastwood finish 
third in the same event in 2015 as a sophomore, and sixth in Division III last season 
as a junior. 
 
Also last season, Baugher, Isaac Emahiser, Ryan Reiter and Sam Church won the 
state championship in the 1,600 relay. Emahiser is a junior this season, while Reiter 
is a senior. Church was the only member to graduate after season. 
 
The Eagles’ best time this season of 3:27.10 is third-best in the state in Division III, 
behind East Canton at 3:25.40 and Archbold at 3:26.57. 
 
“We’re going for the state title,” Baugher said. “We’re running well, but we believe 
we can go even faster.” 
In the 3,200 relay, the Eagles have the state’s 15th-best time. 
 
“We can go faster,” Baugher said. “We can compete at a high level.” 
 
Baugher has a career-best of 1:57.6 in the 800, that coming during his eighth-place 
finish at state last season. His best time this season is 2:00.93, but he hasn’t been 
pushed in a race from start to finish. 
 
“I’m a good spot, but I’d like to be in a better spot,” Baugher said. “I still want to shed 
some time to compete at an even higher level. I’m capable of running 1:55 and 
definitely sub 2:00. To win the 800 would be great. But I just want to run a (personal 
record) and wherever it places, it places.” 
 
His 2:00.93 time this season is 20th-best in the state this season, but his 1:57.6 time 
would be fifth-best. 
 
“He’s waiting for a breakthrough in the 800,” Sabo said. “It’ll be good for him to have 
someone to run with. If he PRs, and it doesn’t get us where we need to go, it doesn’t 
happen, but he has a PR. He’s run 2:00, and he’s had some great workouts, so that 
tells me he has faster times in him.” 


