
Fertig finishes second in district shot put 
 

By Kevin Gordon 
OAK HARBOR — Erik Fertig had two personal 
records in the shot put Wednesday. 
The Eastwood High School senior narrowly 
missed two more PRs  in the event during the 
Division II district track and field meet at Oak 
Harbor High School. 
Fertig finished second with a throw of 55-8¼ to 
advance to next week’s regional at Lexington 
High School. 
Fertig was one of two regional qualifiers for the 
Eagles, joining the 4x800 relay team which 
finished third. The relay consisted of senior Alex 
Boyer, junior Luke Coffman, senior Jack 
Chappuies and junior Lucas Pease. 
The top four finishers in each event at the district 
qualified for next week’s regional at Lexington. 
Wednesday’s action consisted of the finals of the 

4x800 relay, long jump and shot. 
The preliminaries of the 100, 200, 400, 800, 

1,600, 100 hurdles, 300 hurdles, 4x100, 4x200 and 4x400 also were held. 
The finals are Friday with the field events at 4 p.m. and the running events at 5:30 
p.m. 
Fertig entered the district with a PR of 54-8 earlier this season. He beat that on his 
first attempt in the preliminaries with a throw of 54-8¼ and then added his throw 
of 55-8¼ during the finals. 
The 32 throwers were divided into four flights for the preliminaries where they had 
three throws, with the top nine distances advancing to the finals. The athletes then 
had three more throws in the finals in attempt to improve their marks. 
Fertig was a state qualifier in the shot last season, finishing ninth. 
“I felt really good,” Fertig said. “I’m really happy with the way I threw.” 
Fertig had two throws of at least 59-0 wiped out by fouls, the first on his final 
attempt in the prelims and the second on his last attempt in the finals. 
“It’s nice to know those are in the tank,” Fertig said. “They didn’t need to come out 
now. It would have been nice to have them today, but, in reality, we’re working for 
next week and then the week after that. Hopefully, we’ll keep getting bigger throws.” 
The foul in the prelims came after Fertig couldn’t keep his balance after throwing 
and fell out of the front of the ring. He almost kept his balance before falling. 
The second foul was called by Eastwood assistant coach Lucas Friess, who told the 
official Fertig’s foot landed on the toeboard. 
The throw was being measured by the official, who didn’t see the foul. But Friess 
immediately walked over to the official to inform them it was a foul when he saw the 
attempt being measured.  

Photos by: Tammy Schmeltz  



And Fertig probably would have told the official himself had he realized they started 
to measure the throw. But the University of Louisville signee knew he had fouled 
and had his back to the ring as he had headed out to retrieve his shot. 
“I was really excited because I knew it was going to be a big throw, and it was,” 
Fertig said. “When I came back down, I knew my foot was on the toeboard, and it 
was a foul. I appreciate them making the right call.” 
Fertig moved within just under three inches of former teammate Dalton Andrews 
for third place on Eastwood’s Top 10 list. Andrew threw 55-11 in 2017. 
“Today really helps my confidence and adds fuel to the fire,” Fertig said. “I’m ready 
to get back to work, and get some more big ones.” 
The top six finishers in the district all threw 51-1½ or better, and a throw of 52-1½ 
or better was needed to advance to the regional. Genoa senior Noah Koch won the 
event, throwing 56-6¾. 
“The competition really helps,” Fertig said. “We all push each other to do our best, 
but I also made some technical changes that added some feet to my throws.” 
Also in the shot, Eastwood junior Austin Kieper threw well with a seventh-place 
finish. The senior’s best throw covered 47-9, beating his best of 47-1¼.  
“I had a good day,” Kieper said. “I threw a PR, and I had nothing to lose. I figured I 
might as well go out with bang.” 
Kieper enters next season just three inches shy of the Eagles’ Top 10 in the shot. 
“The sky is the limit. I’m looking forward to next year already,” Kieper said. “I’m 
feeling good about what I can accomplish.” 
“Austin was great on a big stage like this,” Fertig said. “This was his first time in the 
shot put at districts, and to get a PR is all you can ask. He has a bright future. He 
works hard. He’s always in the ring throwing, and he works hard during the 
summer.” 
Fertig will compete Friday in the discus where he is the defending state champion. 
Fertig’s PR of 172-3 earlier this season ranks sixth in Division II.  Kieper also will 
compete in the discus. 
The 4x800 team of Coffman, Boyer, Chappuies and Pease ran its best time of the 
season to qualify for the regional. The team was timed in 8:15.79, easily beating its 
best of 8:29.47. 
“They ran well; that was a big season best,” Sabo said. 
Eastwood has qualified for state in the 4x800 the last five seasons, including a 13th-
place finish last season and a 12th place season in 2017. Boyer and Chappuies return 
from those two teams. The Eagles competed in Division III in 2017 before returning 
to Division II last season. 
The Eagles advanced to the finals in five other events. 
Boyer and junior Nate McCauley-Benner qualified for the 400 final. 
Boyer had a time of 53.43, and McCauley-Benner was timed in 53.59. Boyer’s time 
was the fifth fastest of the eight finalists, while McCauley-Benner was tied for sixth. 
McCauley-Benner’s time was a PR, bettering his best of 54.6. Boyer had a season 
best, lowering his best from 57.03. 
Chappuies advanced to the 800 final in 2:10.96, the 10th fastest of the 16 finalists. 
Junior Logan Wendt qualified for the 110 hurdles final in 16.10, the seventh fastest 
of the eight finalists. 



The 4x200 relay team had the eighth-fastest 
prelim time, 1:34.98, to advance to its final. The 
time was a season best, beating its  best of 
1:35.31. 
The 4x400 relay team of Boyer, senior Jack 
Arman, Chappuies and McCauley-Benner 
qualified for its final in 3:31.88, the fifth-best of 
the eight finalists. It also was a season best, the 
previous best being 3:34. 
The Eagles have advanced to state in the 4x400 in 
six straight seasons. They were 10th last season, 
and Boyer and McCauley-Benner return from that 
team. 
Junior Riley Welker (12-0) finished eighth in the 
pole vault, and senior Quinn Booth (11-6) was 
ninth. Welker matched his PR. 

The Eagles had two other PRs, even though the athletes didn’t advance to the finals. 
Freshman Jacob Limes had a time of 24.98 in the 200, lowering his best from 25.47. 
Sophomore David Russell had a time of 2:11.83 in the 800, lowering his best from 
2:17.99. 
The Eagles had five PRs and four season bests in the meet., They also had one PR 
that was equaled. 
“I’m proud of the guys,” Sabo said. “Our goal was to come in with a PR mindset, and 
we did that. We poured in effort, and really went after PRs.”  
The 17-team district is one of the most difficult in the state. 
“The competition is tough, with four to six league champions,” Sabo said. “For all of 
the coaches and teams here, it can be frustrating because a lot of good athletes won’t 
be going on to the regional.  
“You know you have to perform well to advance. If you advance, you have a really 
good chance of getting to state, and you can also use it as a learning experience for 
next year.” 
 
 
Complete results of the meet are available at: 
https://www.baumspage.com/tf/nw/2012/oakharbor/2019/Wed.%20Results%20
.htm 
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