
Montag finishes fifth in boys pole vault 
 
By Kevin Gordon - June 2nd, 2017 
 
COLUMBUS — Jacob Montag salvaged a bittersweet day for Eastwood’s boys track 
and field team Friday. 
 
The senior finished fifth in the pole vault to bring the Eagles their only points during 
the first day of the Division III state championships at Ohio State University’s Jesse 
Owens Stadium. 
 
The other highlights for the Eagles were Kenneth Cassaubon qualifying for the finals 
of the 110 hurdles, and the 1,600 relay team advancing to the finals. 
 
Eastwood’s 800 and 400 relay teams also qualified for the finals, but didn’t run well 
and barely advanced. 
 
The Eagles didn’t score in the finals of the 3,200 relay, the shot put or the long jump. 
 
Eastwood is in a three-way tie for 24th place after it expected to challenge for one of 
the top three spots. Paint Valley leads with 26 points, while East Canton is second 
with 14 and Newcomerstown is third with 12. 
 
 
East Canton, Smithville and Eastwood figured to be the top three teams. Smithville is 
in in a four-way tie for 20th with five points. 
 
All of the Division III field events were completed Friday, along with the finals of the 
3,200 relay. The remaining 11 running finals are Saturday. 
 
“Obviously, I failed, as a coach, to really prepare these guys to get us ready to go to 
perform today,” Eastwood coach Brian Sabo said. “I take full responsibility for that.” 
 
The Eagles had performed consistently well this season, including championships in 
the Northern Buckeye Conference, district and regional meets during the last three 
weekends. 
 
“It’s tough to get down here,” Sabo said. “To bring that emotion, you need to have 
the right mindset to perform. I’ll take responsibility for that. If there is a positive, 
we’re going to fix some things for tomorrow. 
 
“We’ll come back better. I promise that. But we’re going to leave here today with an 
All-Ohioan. Hopefully, that will catapult us into tomorrow.” 
  
Friday’s finals 



Montag cleared 14-6 to finish fifth in the pole vault. Newcomerstown junior Ryan 
Stevens was first, and Seneca East Garrick Manning was second. Both cleared 15-2, 
but Stevens won on misses. 
 
Montag qualified for state after finishing eighth in the regional last season with a 
vault of 13-6. His best this season was 15-0. 
 
“It’s better than last year,” Montag said. “It’s disappointing because it was there for 
me to be successful today. I’m glad I’m at state, and I’m glad I'm on the podium, but 
I’m a little disappointed with the height.” 
 
Montag also ran a leg on the 1,600 relay team. 
 
“I was still tired from the (1,600 relay), but it was a good day overall,” Montag said. 
 
Covington junior Jeff Murphy was third at 14-10, while Willamsburg junior Wyatt 
Lefker was fourth, also at 14-6. 
 
“It was a good year in the pole vault in Division III, but (Montag) performed well and 
is All-Ohio,” Sabo said. 
 
Eastwood’s Dalton Andrews threw 52-2 for ninth place in the shot put. The junior 
was one of the nine finalists and was only five inches shy of eighth place. 
 
“I could have done better, but I’m not at all mad about the results,” Andrews said. “It 
was a good experience, even fun at times. I’m pretty satisfied. I would have like to 
have been on the podium, but it’s more experience. 
 
Andrews qualified for state with a fourth-place finish in the Tiffin regional where he 
threw a career-best 55-11, the third-best throw in school history. The junior fouled 
on all three of his attempts at the regional last season. 
 
“It’s a good experience, a learning experience,” Andrews said. “It’ll be memories for 
what it was like in another year. I definitely want to get back here. It was a good 
experience.” 
 
The 3,200 relay team of senior Logan Baugher, juniors Billy Barker and Alex Boyer, 
and sophomore Jack Chappuies finished 12th in 8:14.87. 
 
In the long jump, Eastwood senior Ryan Reiter was 12th with a distance of 20-3. 
  
Kenneth Cassaubon/110 hurdles 
Cassaubon qualified for the 110 hurdles by running the ninth-fastest time during the 
semifinals, a 15.33 clocking. The time was just off his best of 15.17 run at the 
regional. 
 



“I’m pretty excited to be in the finals,” said Cassaubon, who finished strong to make 
up for a slow start. “Now, the goal is to be on the podium. I have to clean up my start. 
I was pretty nervous. I’ll run a better race tomorrow.” 
 
Cassaubon was a first-time state qualifier after failing to qualify for the regional last 
season. 
 
“Right when they said runners take your marks and stuff, I got really nervous,” said 
Cassaubon, who didn’t start hurdling until late in his sophomore season. “State is a 
whole different animal. It wasn’t the crowd and the atmosphere. It was awesome 
realizing there are only 16 dudes left in the state and I’m one of them. Now, it’s 
crunch time.” 
 
Cassaubon made the finals by just .05. 
 
“That was a little nerve wracking, waiting to find out if I made the finals,” Cassaubon 
said. “I knew it would be close when I finished, but it’s a relief being in the finals. I’ll 
run a better race tomorrow." 
  
1,600 relay 
Eastwood’s 1,600 relay team advanced to the finals in hopes of winning the state 
title for the third time in the last four seasons. 
 
The team of Baugher, Montag, Boyer and junior Isaac Emahiser had a time of 
3:24.64, the second-fastest among the nine finalists. The time also was a season-
best, beating its regional effort of 3:25.88. 
 
“Those guys ran like we run,” Sabo said. “We attacked. We got out early. They’ll be 
excited and ready for the finals.” 
“It was a good day,” Montag said. “We’re going to be ready to run even faster in the 
finals.” 
 
Eastwood won the state title last season in Division III and in Division II in 2014. It 
was on the podium in 2015 when it finished seventh. 
 
Baugher, Reiter and Emahiser returned from last season, but Reiter didn’t run in the 
semifinals Friday and was replaced by Boyer. Sabo said Reiter wasn’t feeling well 
after running the 800 and the 400 relays. 
 
“Boyer stepped right in there and ran well, even though he had never run something 
like this before,” Sabo said, “He did an outstanding job. We just felt we could still 
make finals. We wanted Ryan to be as fresh as possible for the long jump, but I still 
think he didn’t feel well after the (800 and 400 relays), and felt really drained.” 
 



Boyer had run the 1,600 relay before, but not with as much on the line as there was 
in a state semifinal. Sabo expected Reiter will be back for Saturday’s championship 
run. 
 
“That was a great leg by Boyer,” Montag said. “That’s why he’s here. Next year, he’s 
going to be ‘The Man’ because they’re going to be back here next year.” 
  
800 relay/400 relay 
Eastwood’s 800 relay team of junior Cooper Comes, Reiter, senior Tyler Brenot and 
Emhaiser advanced to its final in 1:30.54, the fifth-fastest of the nine finalists. 
 
The Eagles’ 400 relay team of Brenot, Emahiser, Reiter and senior Landon Zura 
qualified for its final in 44.08, the seventh-fastest of the finalists. 
 
Some of the handoffs were not crisp. 
 
“They survived,” Sabo said. “They’re in the finals. Everyone starts with zero 
tomorrow. That’s the beautiful thing about it. Who has the right mindset? Who’s 
going to cut it loose? We’re going to come ready to PR (personal record) in every 
event tomorrow.” 


