
Back to the podium: Meyer finishes fourth in the long jump 
 
 
By Kevin  Gordo 
 
COLUMBUS — Katelyn Meyer enhanced her already impressive résumé Saturday 
morning. 
 
The Eastwood junior finished fourth in the long jump during the Division II state 
high school track and field championships. 
 
Meyer jumped 18-1½ — the third-best mark of her career — to earn All-Ohio 
recognition for the fifth time in her career. 
 
She was third in the high jump Friday and earned all-state recognition in all three of 
her individual events as a sophomore. 
 
Eastwood sophomore Shaunna Jubenville also competed in the long jump, tying for 
13th place with a distance of 15-11. 
 
“I’m really happy — I jumped 18 (feet), and I’m on the podium,” said Meyer, who 
jumped 17-11¼ to finish third at state last season. 
 
The top eight finishers in each event at state earned All-Ohio honors and were 
recognized on the awards stand after their event. 
 
Meyer broke her school record set at the Oak Harbor district meet May 16, a jump of 
18-4½. She originally set the record last season when she won the Lexington High 
School record with a distance of 18-1¾. 
 
“Going 18 is what my coach and I talked about, and I was able to get it,” Meyer said. 
“It’s great to be on the podium.” 
 
Springfield Kenton Ridge senior Jamari McDavid won the state title with a distance 
of 18-9½, edging Meigs sophomore Kassidy Betzing by one quarter of an inch. 
Versasilles senior Jenna Frantz was third at 18-5½. 
 
Those were the top three jumps in Division II this season, with Meyer fourth from 
her earlier distance of 18-4½. Entering the state meet, McDavid, Betzing and Meyer 
had the top three distances in Division II this season. 
 
McDavid, a Wofford University basketball recruit, finished second in the state meet 
last season. This season, she also finished fourth in the 100 and seventh in the 200. 
 



Frantz also had an outstanding day. In addition to the runner-up finish in the long 
jump, she cleared 12-9 to win the pole vault and ran the first leg on Versailles’ 400 
relay team, which finished sixth. She’ll vault collegiately at Akron. 
 
 “The competition was really good,” Meyer said. “It pushes you to perform better, 
and it brings up the energy.” 
 
Meyer’s best distance came on her last attempt of the finals during a terrific day of 
long jumping at Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens Stadium. 
 
She was fourth after the preliminaries at 17-8¼, but dropped to seventh during the 
finals before moving back up. A jump of 17-1 was needed just to make the finals. 
 
The 16 state qualifiers received three jumps each during the preliminaries, with the 
top nine distances advancing to the finals. In the finals, the athletes have three more 
jumps in an attempt to improve their distance. 
 
“That was a huge jump on her last attempt,” Eastwood head coach Nikki Sabo said. 
“She made some adjustments with her steps, and brought her ‘A ‘game on that one 
and moved her up.” 
 
Regardless of division, Meyer’s school-record jump of 18-4½ was eighth-best in 
Ohio this season. The state jumps by McDavid and Benzig were second and third, 
respectively, and Frantz’s state jump was seventh. 
 
“It was an awesome day for Katelyn — to go 18-1½ and be fourth,” Sabo said. “That 
would have won last year. What a competition! It’s a really neat group. They’re very 
sportsmanlike with each other. “ 
 
Meyer was a four-event state qualifier for the second straight season. 
 
This season, she also qualified in the 100 hurdles. She ran a semifinal time of 15.35 
to match her school record, but didn’t qualify for the finals. Meyer also ran on the 
400 relay team for the second straight season. 
 
Last season, Meyer was third in the long jump, tied for fifth in the high jump and was 
eighth in the 100 hurdles. 
 
Her five All-Ohio performances are the most by an Eastwood athlete. 
 
“My goals are to keep improving and get back here in all of my events next year, and 
get on the podium,” said Meyer, a Bowling Green State University volleyball recruit. 
 
Jubenville’s previous best in the long jump was 16-11. 
 



“I felt good,” Jubenville said. “It could have been better, but I never thought I would 
have made it this far. It was definitely an awesome experience, especially as a 
sophomore and knowing I have two more years.” 
 
“I want her to soak up the environment (of the state meet), soak up the experience 
of I belong here. I earned the right to be here,” Sabo said. “The one thing we talked 
about is you have to learn from this, and it has to motivate you. She has 17-foot 
jumps in that body with no problem.” 
 
Jubenville’s qualifying for state completed a strong sophomore season. She was a 
regional qualifier in the 300 hurdles where she finished sixth. 
 
In the Northern Buckeye Conference meet, Jubenville was fifth in both the long jump 
and the 300 hurdles. She already ranks sixth in school history in the long jump and 
seventh in the 300 hurdles. 
 
Jubenville’s best time of 47.89 in the 300 hurdles came in the regional semifinals. 
 
“(Qualifying for state) motivates me so much more,” Jubenville said. “I’m definitely 
going to train so much more going into track season. I definitely want to try to make 
it to state in more than one event.” 
 


