
Boys win Liberty-Benton Relays, girls finish third 
 
 
By Kevin Gordon 
FINDLAY — Eastwood’s boys and girls track and field teams completed an excellent 
first week of the season Friday night. 
The teams were impressive during the Liberty-Benton Relays. 
The boys won their championship, and the girls finished third in their meet. 
The boys finished first in three events, and totaled 92 points in the eight-team meet. 
Bowling Green was second with 78, while Liberty Center was third with 70½, and 
Van Buren was fourth with 57. 
“I’m very happy,” said Eastwood coach Brian Sabo, whose team also performed well 
Tuesday in a 76½-60½ season-opening victory Tuesday over Clay. “They poured in 
effort. We had a ton of (personal records).” 
Eastwood scored in every event. The top six finishers in each of the 14 events scored 
team points on a 10-8-6-4-2-1 basis. 
The Eagles trailed by eight points after four events on a cold, wet and windy night, 
but came back by 24 points. 
“The field events struggled a little bit, and that’s OK,” Sabo said. “We’ve struggled in 
other areas before. They’ll fix it and be better than before, and they’ll come back 
stronger in the rest of our meets. 
“The vibe was we’re down a little bit, so we have to give a little bit more effort than 
what we’re capable of, that uncommon effort. They just went to work and battled, 
and all of a sudden we’re second here, third here, first here, second here, third here, 
fourth here. That’s how you keep battling and accumulating points. All of a sudden, 
at the end of the meet, you’re winning a championship.” 
In addition to the three first-place finishes, Eastwood had four second-place finishes, 
four third-place finishes and one fourth-place finish. 
“Once we fell behind, we went to work and battled,” Sabo said. “When you battle and 
when you have depth, you’re going to beat a lot of teams.” 
The Eagles won the 4x100 throwers relay, the 4x110 shuttle hurdles relay and the 
high jump relay. 
The throwers team of Cole Kiefer, Erik Fertig, Joel Mauricio and Austin Kieper won 
in 50.20. 
The shuttle hurdles team of Ceyleon Damron, Logan Wendt, Christian Peters and 
Nate McCauley-Benner won in 1:05.20. 
Emmet Getz, Peters and Wendt won the high jump relay with a combined height of 
16-4. Getz and Peters tied for first individually at 5-6, while Wendt was in a six-way 
tie for third at 5-4. 
Eastwood’s second-place finishers were: 
• 4x800: Alex Boyer, Lucas Coffman, Lucas Pease and David Russell, 8:38.20. 
• Freshmen sprint medley (100-100-200-400): Kiefer, Evan Hall, Ethan 
Kwiatkowski and Jake Limes, 1;48.70. 
• Shot put: Fertig, Mason Steele, and Kieper, 119-7. Fertig was second individually at 
49-2. 



• Discus: Fertig, Kieper and Mauricio, 376-10. Fertig was second individually at 156-
1, and Kieper was fourth at 122-5½. 
Eastwood’s third-place finishers were: 
• 4x200: Wendt, Boyer, McCauley-Benner and Jack Arman, 1:36.30. 
• 4x400: Boyer, Jack Chappuies, McCauley-Benner and Arman, 3:37.90. 
• Distance medley (800-400-1,200-1,600): Russell, Jacob Halko, Pease and Coffman, 
11:53.90. 
• Pole vault: Riley Welker, Donovan Cochrane and Quinn Booth, 19-6. Welker tied 
for fourth at 10-6, while Cochrane was in a four-way tie for seventh at 9-6. 
The long jump team of Damron, Connor Oberhouse and Getz was fourth at 51-10½. 
Damron was fourth individually at 18-6. 
The Eagles had an excellent mix of contributions from their leaders, their returning 
athletes who are moving into big roles, and their freshmen. 
“Early on, some of the guys were nervous because it was their first big meet, but 
they just went to work,” Sabo said. “The guys we need to be good were good. We 
have guys in three, even four events, instead of one, maybe two, that’s a big 
difference, and they’re doing well, and the young guys aren’t so young now after the 
first week. This was a really good first week of the season.” 
In the girls meet, Eastwood scored 76 point to finish behind Liberty Center with 94 
and Liberty-Benton with 80. 
The Eagles scored in 13 of the 14 events, including a first-place finish in the long 
jump, five second-place finishes, three third-place finishes and one fourth-place 
finish. 
The long jump team of Felicia Cassaubon, Shaunna Jubenville and Mikayla Hoelter 
had a combined distance of 42-3¾. Cassaubon was second individually at 14-4½, 
while Jubenville was third at 14-3 and Hoelter was fifth at 13-8¼  
“I liked the way we competed,” Eastwood coach Nikki Sabo said. “They competed in 
every single event. They gave great effort in every single event. They just went after 
it. We had tons of (personal records), and they gained valuable experience that will 
help us as the season goes along. I really enjoyed the way they encouraged and 
supported each other.” 
Eastwood’s second-place finishers were: 
• 4x100: Jamie Schmeltz, Brianne Kwiatkowski, Shelby Getz and Hannah Limes, 
53.50. 
• 4x100 throwers: Emily Keiser, Kelly Royal, Ashley Hodulik and Hannah Friend, 
1:03.90. 
• Freshmen sprint medley (100-100-200-400): Addie Young, Alivia Schroeder, 
Cassaubon and Hoelter, 2:07.20. 
• High jump: Maisy Stevenson, Hoelter and Megan Graham, 13-6. Stevenson and 
Hoelter were in a three-way tie for second individually at 4-8. 
• Shot put: Ava Kiefer, Liz Arntson and Hannah Friend, 89-2½. Kiefer was first 
individually at 34-3, while Arntson was ninth at 28-4. 
Eastwood’s third-place finishers were:  
• 4x400: Schmeltz, Hoelter, Stevenson and Getz, 4:27. 
• 4x100 shuttle hurdles: Getz, Aubrey Haas, Schroeder and Jubenville, 1:14.50. 



• Pole vault: Limes, Hannah Lang and Schroeder, 19-06. Limes finished in a six-way 
tie for fifth individually at 7-6. 
The discus team of Hodulik, Molly Baumgartner and Friend was fourth with a 
combined distance of 236-6. Hodulik was sixth individually at 87-8, while 
Baumgartner was 10th at 78-5. 
The Eagles had a team effort for the second straight meet, coupled with a quality 
performance against Clay. 
“Our veteran athletes, Jamie (Schmeltz), Shelby (Getz) and Shaunna (Jubenville) … 
they’re leading by example,” The younger ones are following suit, and saying this is 
how we compete. They watched the veterans do it and they go after it themselves. “ 
The girls teams from Eastwood, Liberty-Benton and Liberty Center are defending 
conference champions — Eastwood in the Northern Buckeye Conference, Liberty-
Benton in the Blanchard Valley Conference and Liberty Center in the Northwest 
Ohio Athletic League. 
“There was a lot of good competition, and that makes for a fun meet,” Sabo said. 
“When there’s tough competition, they bring out the best in you and they prepare 
you for meets later on in in the year.” 
 
 
Complete results of the meet are available at: 
http://www.baumspage.com/track/liberty-
benton/relays/2019/2019%20Results.htm 


