
Fertig wins shot put; boys 4x400 qualifies for state 
 

By Kevin Gordon 
LEXINGTON — Erik Fertig 
provided Eastwood’s boys 
track field team with a 
championship in the shot 
put to start Saturday’s 
Division II regional meet. 
The Eagles’ 4x400 relay 
team of Alex Boyer, Jacob 
Hahn, Nate McCauley-
Benner and Isaac Emahiser 
scripted another gem to 
finish the meet. 
In between, Hahn ran his 
second-best time in the 400. 
The three finishes created a 
quality day for the Eagles. 

Fertig and the 4x400 relay 
qualified for state, while 

Hahn just missed a trip to his sport’s showcase event. 
The 4x400 relay finished third and Hahn was seventh at Lexington High School. 
The top four regional finishers in all running events and the next two fastest times 
overall, regardless of regional, advanced to state. The top four finishers in the field 
events at the regional also qualified for state, but there are no at-large qualifiers. 
The state meet is Friday and Saturday at Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens 
Stadium. 
The Eagles also qualified for state in the 4x800 relay on Thursday where junior Billy 
Barker, Boyer, junior Jack Chappuies and senior Daniel Trombly finished fifth. 
Fertig won his regional championship in dramatic fashion. 
The junior threw 53-1¾ on the second-to-last attempt in the event to edge Heath 
junior Austin Weekly by one-half inch. Fertig moved from fourth place to first on his 
final throw after being second following the preliminaries. 
“I’m so excited to be a regional champion,” said Fertig, who also qualified for state in 
the discus with a second-place finish on Thursday. 
The 16 regional qualifiers, who were divided into two flights of eight, received three 
throws each during the preliminaries with the top nine distances advancing to the 
finals.  
The athletes earn three more throws in the finals in an attempt to improve their 
distance, but they throw in reverse order of placing, starting with ninth place. 
Fertig threw in the second flight where his preliminary best of 50-11¾ came on his 
first attempt. He fouled on his next four throws, although several of his tosses still 
covered more than 50 feet. 
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“I was a little nervous,” Fertig said of his final 
throw. “I knew I had a big one in me. They were 
all close fouls, but I knew I had the technique 
right, and I knew I had those throws in me. I 
just had to hit a throw just right and lay it out 
there. 
“Even though I fouled, I was throwing 
consistently over 50, and they felt really good. 
I’m ready for Columbus, and we’ll go after it 
again next weekend.” 
Fertig’s winning throw was his second best of 
the season. His career best of 53-4¼ came 
earlier this season.  
“We knew he had a chance to win coming in,” 
Sabo said of Fertig, who was second in last 
week’s district meet at Oak Harbor. “He’s such 
an emotional guy, a likeable guy that he started 
us off and fired us up. It was another great day 
for us.” 
Fertig had the support of about 20 teammates 

from the boys and girls teams in the throwing area, including some who drove to 
Lexington, even though they weren’t competing in the meet. 
“Everyone was supporting me, yelling for me, giving me a lot of energy for every 
throw,” Fertig said. “It was exciting to have them watching. There’s not a greater 
feeling to step in the ring and hear all of your teammates cheering and yelling. It 
psyches you up to throw a big one.” 
The 4x400 relay had a time of 3:24.44 for third place, missing the school’s all-time 
Top 10 list by one second. Their previous best of 3:26.67 came during Thursday’s 
semifinals, although Emahiser didn’t run in that race. 
Emahiser was held out of the semifinals for precautionary reasons due to a sore leg 
and was replaced by Chappuies. 
“Just a gutty performance by the whole group,” Sabo said. “We were fourth in the 
district and third in the region. Anything can happen once you get to the finals. I’m 
really excited for them.” 
The Eagles qualified for state in the 4x400 for the sixth straight season, eighth time 
in the last 10 seasons, and 11th time in the last 17 seasons. 
Emahiser became a four-time state qualifier in the 4x400, running on Eastwood’s 
Division II state champion in 2016 and Division III runnerup in 2017. The Eagles 
were seventh in Division II in 2015. 
Hahn is a senior, while Boyer is a junior and McCauley-Benner is a sophomore. 
“It’s great we’re going back to state; that’s been our goal all season,” Emahiser said. 
“I’m the slowest guy in the group now, but this race isn’t about one guy. It’s hard to 
beat four guys. It’s a team effort.  
“These guys have picked me up and carried me the whole season,” Emahiser added. 
“It’s a great group of guys. I knew our time today was a possibility, and it’s going to 
get better. “ 



The Eagles finished less than two seconds behind Columbus DeSales, which won in 
3:22.10; and Perkins, which was second in 3:23.77. 
“That was a great race,” Hahn said. “Having (Emahiser) back, feeling pretty healthy, 
we knew we could have a really, really good time.” 
The Eagles qualified for state, even though Emahiser was the only returnee from last 
season. 
“We’re really happy,” Boyer said. “It’s a great accomplishment to make it in Division 
II after the guys we lost. We’ve come a long way this year.” 
“Now, that we’ve made it to state, we want to run even faster. We’re excited,” 
McCauley-Benner said. 
The 4x400 relay is Eastwood’s signature event because the race requires speed and 
endurance on each leg. It also tests each runner’s mental and physical toughness 
since it’s the last event of the meet. 
“They represent what we’re all about,” Sabo said. “I’m proud of then. They pour in 
effort. They pour in effort for each other. They run for each other. They care about 
this event. They know the history of this event at Eastwood. They know what it 
means at Eastwood.  
“It’s some of the toughest guys who have run this, and they’re representing them.” 
Sabo added. “They run so much for each other, the coaches, the program. Just to 
watch them perform and give that effort, I knew I’d be proud of them, whether we 
were fifth, eighth or whatever.” 
Even though Hahn is a senior and one of Eastwood’s most reliable performers, he 
had never qualified for state. 
“He deserves to be at state,” Emahiser said. “He means so much to everyone on the 
team. He runs hard every time.” 
Hahn had a time of 51.41 for seventh place in the 400, his second-best time of the 
season. His previous best of 51.10 came during the semifinals. 
The top four finishers all broke 50 seconds, including winner and Huron senior 
Casey VanCauwenbergh, who was timed in 49.31. 
“Just an awesome effort for him,” Sabo said. “Those 400 times were phenomenal. 
He’s a kid who goes out and runs hard, that’s what you appreciate about him. That’s 
why I’m so excited to see him run at state. It’s going to be awesome to see him run at 
state.”  
Eastwood was eighth in the team standings with 31 points. Perkins won with 70 
points, while Shelby was second with 54 and Columbus Hartley was third with 44. 
 

 
For complete results of the regional, visit: 
http://www.baumspage.com/track/trevent.php?peventid=799&table=C 
 
For information on the state meet, visit: 
http://www.baumspage.com/ohsaa/tf/2018/index.htm 
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