
‘Incredible amount of effort’ helps boys finish second 
 

By Kevin Gordon 
OAK HARBOR — Erik Fertig won the discus and the 
shot put during the Oak Harbor Invitational Friday 
night. 
After the Eastwood junior swept his events with the 
longest throws of his career, he immediately headed 
to the track to encourage his teammates during the 
remainder of the running events. 
Fertig saw a lot to cheer about. 
The Eagles had 17 season-best performances, not 
including individual relay splits, and scored 113 
points to finish second in the 11-team meet. 
Perrysburg won with 156 points, while third-place 
Milan Edison was just 3½ points behind the Eagles. 
Eastwood clinched the runner-up with a second-place 
finish in the 4x400 relay, the final event of the meet. 
The team of junior Alex Boyer, seniors Jacob Hahn 
and Billy Barker, and sophomore Nate McCauley-
Benner had a time of 3:27.37 — just .23 behind 
Perrysburg. The time was Eastwood’s best of the 
season by six seconds. 

Going into the 4x400, Eastwood was one-half point ahead of Edison and only needed 
to finish ahead of the Chargers to finish second. Edison was fourth in 3:36.03. 
“Those guys really had a fire under them,” Fertig said. “They went out hard from the 
start and never stopped going.” 
On a night Eastwood stacked one quality effort on top of another, Barker’s finish 
was classic. He passed three runners during the final 100 meters and won by just 
three one-hundredths of a second. 
Barker’s time was 2:01.31, lowering his best time of the season by eight seconds. 
And by going from fourth to first, Barker earned the Eagles an additional five points. 
“That was incredible. Great to watch,” Fertig said. 
Eastwood also had three second-place finishes, five third-place finishes and three 
four-place finishes. 
“I’m so proud of our guys,” Fertig said. “Absolutely an incredible amount of effort 
was poured into every event I saw. With the throws, you miss a lot of the running 
events, and you peek over when you get a chance.  
“It’s really inspiring to watch the guys compete. It makes you want to improve, and 
work that much harder and improve as a team.” 
Fertig had a big night, too. He won the discus with a distance of 166-9, beating his 
previous-best of 166-6. He had three other throws of at least 165-0, while his first 
two attempts resulted in a foul and a mark of 118-0. 
The foul came on a throw that traveled at least 170-0. 
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The 166-9 distance is second in the state in Division II this season and the 10th-best 
in the state, regardless of division. 
In the shot, Fertig threw 53-4¼, beating his previous best of 52-6¼. The throw of 
53-4¼ ranks seventh in Division II this season and 21st overall, regardless of 
division. 
His previous best in both events came two weeks ago. 
“I’m really happy with the way I threw tonight,” Fertig said. “I’ve been consistent in 
the discus, and a big PR (personal record) is coming. That jump is going to come at 
the right time.  
“The shot put, it felt good,” Fertig added. “My technique is coming, and I can’t wait to 
get it refined this week.” 
The meet featured quality competition in every event. Perrysburg is the defending 
Northern Lakes League champion, while Edison was the runner-up in the Sandusky 
Bay Conference’s Bay Division last season. 
“The competition here helps us rise to another level,” Fertig said. “Good competition 
pushes you to improve.” 
Eastwood was competing in only its third invitational of the season. Two others 
were canceled because of inclement weather. The Eagles have a young team after 
they were hit hard by graduation the last two seasons. 
“I didn’t know how this was going to go because there are some really solid teams 
here,” Eastwood coach Brian Sabo said. “We knew we’d have to battle in every 
event. We knew every kid was going to get tested. 
“We fought throughout the whole meet,” Sabo added. “This young group really 
finished hard, really well. I told our 4x4 team, ‘I can’t care what time you run, I want 
to see you fight to beat Edison and get us where we need to go.’ That’s what we saw 
from them and what we saw all night.” 
The Eagles go for their 18th consecutive league championship May 12 at Lake in the 
Northern Buckeye Conference meet. Eastwood then heads back to Oak Harbor for its 
district meet May 16 and May 18. 
“This was another step in the right direction,” Fertig said. “We had a bunch of PRs in 
this meet, and we’ll try to do that again next week. We really grew tonight in caring 
for each other, and competing in our events.” 
“We’re in a pretty good spot right now,” Sabo said.  “We had a lot of fight, a lot of 
energy tonight and that was fun to see.” 
 


