
Regional meet next for Fertig, 4x800 relay  
 

By Kevin Gordon 
Erik Fertig resumes his quest for a return to the state track 
and field meet this week. 
The Eastwood High School senior will compete in the 
discus and the shot put during the Division II regional at 
Lexington High School. 
Fertig will be joined at the regional by the Eagles’ 4x800 
relay team of seniors Alex Boyer and Jack Chappuies, and 
juniors Luke Coffman and Lucas Pease. 
The top four finishers in each event at the regional qualify 
for the state meet May 31-June 1 at Ohio State University’s 
Jesse Owens Stadium. 
The state meet also includes two at-large qualifiers in each 
event from both the running and throwing events. The at-
large qualifiers will be the next two best times/distances in 

the regional, regardless of region. 
The at-large qualifiers in the running events were added 

last season, and in the field events this season. 
Fertig is the defending state champion in the discus, and placed ninth at state in the 
shot last season. He finished second to Genoa senior Noah Koch in both events at 
last week’s Oak Harbor district meet. 
The top four finishers in each at the district qualified for the regional. 
“He didn’t feel the greatest last week, but he moved on,” Eastwood coach Brian Sabo 
said. “He’ll be a little a bit different this week, but it’s the same thing for him 
mentally — I’ll throw what I have to, to move on. 
“He doesn’t need to have a massive (personal record) to move on. He just needs to 
be consistent and be where he is. If he does have a PR or close to it, great.” 
Fertig’s PRs are 172-3 in the discus and 55-8¼ in shot. His PR in the shot came 
during the district meet. Fertig threw 159-6 in the discus at the district meet, two 
days after having the PR in the shot. 
The discus at the regional is Thursday, followed by the shot on Saturday. 
“He’ll be fired up this week,” Sabo said. “The emotion of the shot took a lot out of 
him last week. Sometimes, you’re a little fatigued, a little tired, and it’s hard to get 
yourself up again two days later. That’s OK. You moved on, and now it’s the 
regional.” 
Among the 16 regional qualifiers, based on district marks, Fertig ranks second in the 
shot and fourth in the discus. 
“He has the experience, being at regional and state before,” Sabo said. “He knows 
what’s going on, and there have been times this year, he’s needed to hit a throw, and 
he’s responded. Those little things are important because they give you confidence.” 
Like Fertig, the 4x800 relay team is seeking a return to its showcase event. 
The Eagles’ district time of 8:15.79 was a season best, and ranked fourth among the 
regional qualifiers. The 4x800 final is Thursday. 
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“We’re capable of quite a bit more, and the guys 
believe that,” Sabo said. “Typically, you need to do 
that at the regional. We’re looking for what we 
were looking for last week — four PRs. If we do 
that, we’ll be close to that.” 
If all four Eagles run a PR, they’ll have a time under 
8:10 and a strong chance of qualifying for state. 
 
“These guys have a great opportunity, and I always 
enjoy watching them run, especially at this meet,” 
Sabo said. 
Shelby had the fastest time of the regional 
qualifiers at 7:56.90, and Milan Edison was second 
at 8:02.72. Both times came at the Oak Harbor 
district. 
The next five fastest qualifiers ranged from 8:13-

8:17. 
“We’ve alreadyrun races against the two best teams by far, and that’s a good thing,” 
Sabo said of Shelby and Edison. “We’ll know where we’re at in the whole thing in 
relation to them. If we’re slightly ahead of them, we’ll know we’re running really 
well. That makes it more exciting to know you have a great opportunity, and you’re 
this close to running at the state meet.” 
Eastwood has advanced to state in the 4x800 five straight seasons, including a 13th-
place finish in Division II last season and a 12th-place finish in Division III two years 
ago. Boyer and Chappuies ran on both of those teams. 
 
 
For complete information on the regional, including schedule, lane and flight 
assignments, and results, visit: 
https://www.baumspage.com/track/trevent.php?peventid=1124&table=C 


