
Day 1 district recap: Fertig finishes second in shot put 
 

By Kevin Gordon 
OAK HARBOR — Erik Fertig is one step closer to 
qualifying for the state high school track and field 
meet. 
The Eastwood junior qualified for next week’s Division 
II regional meet during district competition 
Wednesday night at Oak Harbor High School. 
Fertig had a distance of 52-10½ to finish second in his 
event. 
The top four finishers in each event at the district 
advanced to the regional meet at Lexington High 
School. 
Fertig was one of two regional qualifiers for Eastwood, 
which also advanced in the 4x800 relay where senior 
Billy Barker, juniors Alex Boyer and Jack Chappuies, 
and senior Daniel Trombly finished fourth in 8:19.45. 
Fertig was the runnerup to Perkins junior J’Andre 
Jackson, who won with a throw of of 53-5½. Jackson’s 
winning mark came in the finals on the next-to-last 
attempt of the competition. 

The top four finishers at the regional qualify for the state meet June 1-2 at Ohio State 
University’s Jesse Owens Stadium. 
“I was pretty excited, making it to regionals and getting another week to perform 
and another chance to compete,” Fertig said. 
Each athlete receives three throws during the semifinals, with the top nine distances 
advancing to the finals. The athletes then receive three more throws in the finals in 
an attempt to improve their distance. 
Fertig was first and Jackson was second after the prelims. Jackson’s best during the 
prelims was 52-1. 
Fertig’s career best of 53-4¼ is the eighth-best throw in Division II this season. 
“I didn’t throw as far as I would have liked,” Fertig said. “I wanted to PR (personal 
record) like everyone else, but that’s not going to happen every week. I set myself up 
for another chance to throw next week.” 
All six of Fertig’s throws Wednesday traveled at least 50 feet. 
“I definitely wanted a PR, but this is the most consistent I’ve thrown,” said Fertig, 
who competes in the discus Friday. “When I’ve thrown a certain distance in my 
events consistently, a big jump (in distance) usually follows. I’m hoping for a big 
jump soon.” 
Eastwood senior Seth Welch finished 11th in the shot with a career-best distance of 
45-9¼. His previous best was 45-8¼. He missed qualifying for the finals by only two 
places and six inches. 
The 4x800 relay team missed its best time of the season by less than two seconds, 
the previous best being an 8:18. 

Photo Credit: Tammy Schmeltz  



Boyer and Chappuies both had two-second PRs during their splits. 
Barker, Boyer and Chappuies all return from last season when the Eagles were 14th 
in the Division III state meet in 8:14.87. Barker also helped Eastwood finish sixth at 
state in 2016. 
Perkins won the district championship in a meet-record time of 7:55.87, breaking 
the record of 7:57.14 set by Lexington in 2016. Perkins was second in 7:56.88, while 
Milan Edison was third in 8:07.57. 
“They advanced, and they’re going to drop some more time,” Eagle coach Brian Sabo 
said. 
The Eagles performed well overall in the 17-team district, posting a number of PRs 
and season bests during the meet.  
Damron was fifth in the long jump with distance of 20-8½, well past his previous 
best of 19-11¾.  
“This district is unbelievably tough,” Sabo said. “We showed them the performance 
list and told them this is how we will judge you — we will judge you on your effort 
and how well you compete.” 
The performance list ranks the athletes in each event at the district by their best 
mark this season. 
“If you go out and PR and give effort, and you’re sixth, 12th or whatever, that’s how 
we will judge you,” Sabo said. “If we judge you by a place, that’s not the right way to 
do it. A lot of guys poured in effort and good things happened.” 
In the pole vault, Eastwood junior Quinn Booth was 12th at 11-0 and Barker was 13th 
at 10-6. 
Qualifying for Friday’s finals and their times were: 
• 1,600 — Lucas Coffman, 4:51.07; and Lucas Pease, 4:54.96. 
• 400 — Jacob Hahn, 51.99 
• 800 — Chappuies, 2:05.75. 
• 4x200 relay team of sophomore Nate McCauley-Benner, Boyer, junior Jack Arman 
and Hahn, 1:33.03. 
• 4x100 relay team of seniors Cooper Comes, Isaac Emahiser and Clayten 
Vongphachanh, and Arman, 44.14. 
• 4x400 relay team of Boyer, Hahn, McCauley-Benner and Emahiser, 3:29.77. 
The Eagles are in fourth place in the team standings. Eastwood totaled 17 points to 
trail Perkins with 29, Willard with 20 and Shelby with 18. 
The finals of the shot, long jump, pole vault and the 4x800 relay were held 
Wednesday. Preliminaries were held in the 100, 200, 400, 800, 1,600, 110 hurdles, 
300 hurdles, 4x100 relay, 4x200 relay and 4x400 relay. 
The remainder of field events will be held Friday at 4 p.m., followed by the rest of 
the running finals at 5:30 p.m. 
 
For complete results of the meet, visit: 
http://www.baumspage.com/tf/nw/2012/oakharbor/2018/Wed.%20Results%20.
htm 


