
Boys optimistic, excited about the season 
 

By Kevin Gordon 
Eastwood’s boys track and field team is looking 
forward to the season. 
And who can blame the Eagles for their optimism and 
excitement? 
They return 30 letter winners — including 10 seniors 
and 15 juniors — who helped the team win its 18th 
straight conference championship last season. 
The Eagles won the NBC last season with 168½ points, 
and they return 95 of the 135½ points they scored in 
the 13 individual events. 
Among the returnees are three NBC champions — 
senior Erik Fertig in the discus and the shot put, junior 
Logan Wendt in the 110 hurdles, and junior Luke 
Coffman in the 3,200. 
Seniors Ceyleon Damron and Jack Arman also return 
after finishing second in the long jump and the 200, 
respectively. The Eagles also return six members of 

their relay teams. 
Eastwood’s first meet is March 26 when it hosts Clay. 
The Eagles will host the NBC meet May 11. 

The Eagles have 70 athletes on their roster. 
“I’m really excited,” said Eastwood coach Brian Sabo, who is in his ninth season. “I 
loved the effort in the early practices. They were coachable. They asked questions. 
They would listen and respond. They would help each other. 
“I’m really excited about what we have. I’m very optimistic. We have a lot of 
returning field events. We have a lot of returning distance events, hurdlers back.” 
The Eagles have won all seven NBC championships after winning the final 11 titles 
in the now-defunct Suburban Lakes League. The SLL became the NBC with Fostoria 
and Rossford replacing Gibsonburg and Lakota. 
“Our goal every year is to win the league first, and then get as many people to the 
state meet as we can,” Sabo said. “That’s the end goal, but really it’s about the 
process and how we’re going to get there and why we do the things we do. That’s 
why we like to get as many people in the big meets as we can, to get them 
experience.  
“We’ll use the duals as battling for relay spots, but we highly emphasize that daily 
effort, that daily progression, that daily discipline, that daily persistence when 
things get difficult. Honestly, that’s life.” 
In addition to Fertig and Damron, the Eagles return four other field event athletes 
who scored in the NBC meet last season — junior Austin Kieper, seventh in the shot; 
junior Jaden Rayford fourth and Wendt, seventh in the high jump; and senior Quinn 
Booth, eighth in the pole vault. 
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Also returning after scoring in the 
NBC meet in the running events 
were: Damron, sixth, 110 hurdles; 
Arman, seventh in the 100; 
Coffman, third, 1600; senior Alex 
Boyer, fourth, 400; Wendt, third 
and junior Nate McCauley-Benner, 
seventh in the 300 hurdles; and 
senior Jack Chappuies, fourth, 800. 
Also competing in the NBC meet 
were junior Lucas Pease in the 
1,600 and sophomore Dylan Jump 
in the 200. 
Chappuies and Boyer return from 
the first-place 4x800 relay team, 
while Arman is back from the 

winning 4x100 team. Boyer and McCauley-Benner return from the second-place 
4x400 team, and McCauley-Benner returns from the 4x200 relay team which 
finished fourth. 
The Eagles are looking to add depth throughout their lineup. They have 10 relay 
spots to fill, and they’re seeking to develop more sprinters. 
“There’s a lot of spots available,” Sabo said. “There’s going to be some great 
competition on our team just to make some spots. That’s what makes everyone 
better. It makes practices better. There’s always competition. 
“There might be an older guy helping you, knowing you can beat him. I really 
appreciate that and respect that about our guys. I get a great team vibe, a lot of 
excitement. I think about things like that at night, and I get really excited for 
practice. That makes me happy.” 
The team’s depth will be enhanced by its sophomores and freshmen. The Eagles 
have 20 freshmen. 
“The younger guys will push for spots,” Sabo said. “There are some guys who don’t 
realize where they’re at and how good they can be. That’ll be fun, too. We have some 
youthful exuberance.” 
Sabo is looking forward to quality leadership from the Eagles’ juniors and seniors, 
who are stepping into bigger roles. 
“They have to lead by their work ethic and their example,” Sabo said. “It’s time. 
You’re the upperclassmen. You’re the guy now. I’m really looking for their 
leadership, helping the younger guys out. You know how things are supposed to be 
done, help them, tell them what you saw, ask them what they felt. Those type of 
things and I’m seeing it. I enjoy seeing who is stepping up, whose turn is it to lead 
and be vocal.” 
Arman, Boyer, Chappuies, Coffman and Fertig are the team's captains. 

Throwers: Erik Fertig, Maverick Bowser, Mason Steele, Tyler 
Bowman 


