
Three boys relays earn All-Ohio honors on Day 2 of state meet 
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COLUMBUS — Ryan Reiter earned a silver medal for helping Eastwood to a second-
place finish in the 1,600 relay Saturday. 
 
Moments later, he presented the medal to teammate Alex Boyer. 
 
Reiter’s gesture was a thank you to Boyer for his role in the Eagles’ advancing to the 
state final in the Division III meet. 
 
Boyer replaced Reiter — a four-event state qualifier — in the semifinals Friday to 
try to keep the senior fresh for the long jump later in the day. 
 
The Eagles qualified for the finals of the 1,600 relay, and then ran the 10th-fastest 
time in school history in the finals to earn second place in 3:23.43. It also was their 
fastest time of the season. 
 
The team of seniors Logan Baugher, Jacob Montag, Reiter and junior Isaac Emahiser 
finished just 1.9 seconds behind state champion East Canton. 
 
Reiter also helped Eastwood finish fifth in the 400 relay and sixth in the 800 relay to 
earn All-Ohio honors. The top eight finishers in each event at state earned the all-
state recognition and were recognized on the awards stand after their event. 
 
Reiter decided early last week he would give his medal to Boyer, if the Eagles won a 
medal in the race. Eastwood eventually decided to use Boyer, instead of Reiter, in 
the 1,600 relay. 
 
After running the semifinals of the two sprint relays Friday morning, Reiter 
competed in the long jump Friday afternoon and finished 12th. 
 
Reiter’s idea to present Boyer with his medal came from former teammate Brennan 
Seifert, who did the same thing when Reiter was a sophomore. 
 
Reiter replaced Seifert in the 400 relay during the 2015 regional semifinals at 
Lexington High School. Reiter replaced Seifert because Seifert was having a nagging 
injury.  
  
Seifert returned for the regional final, helping the Eagles finish second to advance to 
state where they eventually finished eighth. 
“It was just the right thing to do. I really wanted to do that,” Reiter said. “He 
deserved it.” 
 



Boyer is a junior who is in his first season with the Eagles. In Friday’s semifinals, the 
Eagles had a time of 3:24.64, the second-fastest of the nine finalists and the team’s 
fastest clocking of the season at the time. 
 
“That was one of the best races he’s had,” Reiter said. “I can’t wait to see him run 
next year. He’s going to continue to grow and get better.” 
 
Boyer helped Eastwood qualify for state in the 3,200 relay where it finished 12th.  
  
Team standings 
The three All-Ohio finishes Saturday enabled Eastwood to rebound from a 
disappointing day Friday.  
 
Eastwood finished eighth with 19 points. The Eagles were hoping to battle East 
Canton and Smithville for the team championship. East Canton won the state title 
with 49 points, while Smithville was second with 47. 
 
Also for the Eagles Saturday, Kenneth Cassaubon finished ninth in the 110 hurdles. 
  
The Eagles scored four points in the four finals Friday, a fifth-place finish from 
Montag in the pole vault. The top eight finishers in each event scored points for their 
team. 
 
In addition, the 800 and 400 relays didn’t run well, even though they qualified for 
their finals. The handoffs in both relays were not crisp during the semifinals. 
 
“We wanted to come back and finish strong, and we did,” Reiter said. “I’m very 
pleased with the effort. We gave it our all. You can’t ask for anything more than that. 
We all were pushed today, and we responded. That was cool to watch.” 
 
The team began Saturday with an athletes only meeting called by the captains about 
75 minutes before the meet started. 
 
“Our team meetings are always inspirational and powerful,” said Baugher, who is 
one of the captains. 
 
The Eagles were full of the passion, energy and grit they were missing Friday. 
 
“They poured in everything they had,” Eastwood head coach Brian Sabo said. “I 
knew right away after the captains meeting. That told me a lot about how at least 
they were going to go after it, and that’s all we ask. 
 
“If we win, great,” Sabo added. “If we get fifth or sixth or whatever, we knew they 
were going to pour everything they had into each other, into this program, into the 
coaches. Honestly, that’s all we wanted. There was pointing up into the stands at us, 
pointing at each other, and that’s who we are.” 



  
1,600 relay 
The 1,600 relay — the final event of the meet — was a spectacular race that had the 
crowd on its feet at Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens Stadium. 
 
The Eagles were one of five teams to challenge for the championship before the lead 
became a duel between Eastwood and East Canton. 
 
But East Canton surged ahead late and won in 3:21.53 to edge the Eagles by just 1.9 
seconds. The top five teams all ran 3:24.90 or better. 
 
“The (1,600 relay), to me, represented exactly who we are,” Sabo said. “If we want to 
win, we have to try to be in first place, and each guy did. We’re going to make it 
exciting or we’re going to make someone else better. 
 
“I know all they wanted to do was win. That was their goal,” Sabo added. “You could 
tell they were ready and wanted to win so badly. Probably, their biggest comment is 
they wanted to do it for us (the coaches). That meant a lot. They represented us the 
way we knew they would. If you want to win, you have to be in first and they gave it 
everything they had.” 
 
Emahiser and East Canton junior Josh Conrad had an exciting duel during the final 
leg of the relay. Conrad also ran the final leg on EC’s winning 3,200 relay team, 
finished second in the 800 and fifth in the high jump. 
 
“Conrad is a great runner, an excellent athlete,” Emahiser said. “I went after it hard 
and went out as hard as I could, but he got me at the end. I left it all out there.” 
 
Eastwood was bidding for a repeat championship and its third state title in the event 
in the last four seasons. The Eagles won in 3:21.59 last season, and also won in 
Division II in 2015.  Baugher, Reiter and Emahiser returned from last season. 
 
“I’m proud to be on that relay team and how we competed,” Emahiser said. “It’s not 
always about winning, but it’s about running with those guys and giving it 
everything we had. I’m as happy today as I was when we finished second. It was a 
fun race.” 
 
The 1,600 relay has long been the signature event for Eastwood because of the 
mental and physical toughness it takes to survive race’s speed and distance. 
 
Eastwood has qualified for state in the 1,600 relay in 10 of the last 15 seasons. It’s 
been been on the awards podium the last five seasons, finishing seventh last season 
and fourth in 2013. 
 



“It’s been an honor to run the 1,600 relay at Eastwood,” Montag said. “We take pride 
in that event, and it’s our main event. I’ve enjoyed running with my brothers. It’s 
been an amazing experience to run for this team.” 
  
110 hurdles 
Cassaubon was ninth in his specialty in 15.68. The senior’s time was slowed after he 
hit one of the hurdles midway through the race. 
 
“I still made my goals this year,” Cassaubon said of qualifying for state and earning a 
spot on Eastwood’s Top 10 list in the event. His fastest time of 15.17 is the eighth-
best by an Eagle. 
 
“Running at state was sweet,” Cassaubon added. “It’s a powerful feeling to be one of 
the top nine in the state.” 
  
800 relay/400 relay 
The 800 relay team of junior Cooper Comes, Reiter, senior Tyler Brenot and 
Emahiser had a time of 1:30.47 en route to its sixth-place finish. The time was .07 
faster than its semifinal clocking. 
 
The 400 team of Brenot, Emahiser, Reiter and senior Landon Zura finished fifth in 
43.78 — an improvement of .30 over its semifinal time. 
 
The finals of the 800 and 400 relays are held just 25 minutes apart. 
 
Cincinnati Purcell Marian won the 800 relay in 1:29.40, and Gamble Montessori won 
the 400 relay in 42.94. Eastwood, Purcell Marian and East Canton were the only 
schools to place in the top eight in both. 
 
“That’s a really tough double,” Sabo said. “They poured everything they had into the 
(800 relay), and then it’s a tough to try and run a really good (400 relay). It was a 
better year, a faster year for the relays at state. 
 
“All three relays today were All-Ohio, and that was another goal for us,” Sabo added. 
“The relays make it fun and give you a lot of excitement.” 
 
Zura’s strong final leg helped Eastwood to its fifth-place finish in the 400 relay. 
 
After running in one of the outside lanes, Zura had to hurdle a photographer and a 
restraining tape after finishing the race. 
 
“We knew we’d bounce back today after the way we performed yesterday,” Zura 
said. “When I got the baton in my hand, I just gave it my all. I felt really fast, chasing 
the guys in front of me. I went after it. We ran better and our handoffs were better.” 
  
Seniors 



The state meet ended the careers of 19 Eastwood seniors. The Eagles swept the 
Northern Buckeye Conference, district and regional championships, and had a 
strong presence at the state meet during their tenure. 
 
“Saying goodbye is going to be tough,” Sabo said. “Just the leadership is the first 
thing that stands out, let alone their talent. They just took over and transcended (the 
program’s legacy and leadership) even more. They really cared for the other guys. 
 
“They’re just tough kids,” Sabo added. “They’re good guys. It’s always tough every 
year (to say goodbye to the seniors), and it’s getting tougher every year. This year is 
no different. They’re going to be tough to replace next year.” 
 


