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Katelyn Meyer has been steadily closing in on Eastwood’s high jump record. 
 
The junior finally broke the record Tuesday night during the Eagles’ meet against 
Elmwood and Lake. 
 
Meyer cleared 5-6½ to break Cathy Smithey’s 39-year-old record by one-half inch. 
Smithey’s record was the oldest remaining mark for the Eagle girls. All of the 
records have now been set since 1993. 
 
“It was a great achievement for me and my coach,” Meyer said, referring to Eagle 
assistant coach Jack Corken, who works with the team’s high jumpers. “Just a great 
feeling to accomplish that.” 
 
Meyer’s best last season was 5-5, a height she cleared three times. She consistently 
jumped 5-4 and 5-5 last season, and even made some good attempts at clearing 5-6. 
She jumped 5-3 to win a district championship as a freshman in 2015. 
 
Meyer’s 5-5 jump was the second-best in school history. Tuesday’s meet was her 
second of the season. She cleared 5-2 in Eastwood’s first meet March 28 against Clay 
and McComb. 
 
“I’ve been chasing the record for a while, but I didn’t expect to break it this early in 
the season, so it was a surprise,” Meyer said. “I thought it would come later in the 
year. 
 
“I’m in really good physical condition, and I’ve been working on my form more in 
practice,” Meyer added. “Everything came together, and I broke the record. I like the 
way I’m jumping right now.” 
 
After Meyer cleared the record height on her third and final attempt, she thought 
she had only tied the record. Unbeknownst to Meyer, Corken told the official 
running the event to raise the bar to 5-6½ after she cleared 5-4. The bar usually is 
raised in two-inch increments. 
 
Meyer said she learned she had broken the record when the bar was measured after 
she cleared the height. She thought the bar had been raised to 5-6, giving her a 
chance to tie the record. 
 
“We added the half inch, so she wouldn’t think about it too much,” Corken said. 
“After she cleared that, she was fine and made three good attempts at 5-7. That (5-7) 
will come eventually. The relief of not having to think about the record anymore and 
getting to 5-6½ is going to help her.” 



 
Earlier in the meet, Meyer cleared 4-10, 5-0 and 5-4 on her first attempt. She set the 
record after running the 300 hurdles. 
 
“I had a little break after the hurdles, so my legs weren’t as tired as I thought they 
would be,” Meyer said. “It was exciting, but I was never nervous with all of my 
teammates there cheering for me.” 
 
Meyer’s next goal this is to clear 5-7, and 5-8 is a reasonable goal, too. 
 
“I just want to see what I can accomplish and then aim higher,” Meyer said. 
 
Records are nothing new to Meyer, who holds five Eastwood records. 
 
She set the long jump (18-1¾) and the 100 hurdles (15.35) records last season, and 
ran the anchor leg on the Eagles’ record-setting 400 relay team (49.90). Joining 
Meyer on the relay were Leah Tressel, Abby Schroeder and Nichole Schwartz. 
 
Also last season, Meyer, Brianna Hoodlebrink and Shaunna Jubenville set the school 
record in the long jump relay, 48-5. 
 
Meyer qualified for the Division II state meet in four events last season, earning All-
Ohio recognition in the high jump and the long jump, and qualifying for the finals of 
the 100 hurdles. All-Ohio recognition goes to the top eight finishers in each event at 
the state meet. She was third in the high jump, tied for fifth in the high jump and 
ninth in the 100 hurdles. 
 
The 5-foot-10 Meyer recently verbally committed to play college volleyball at 
Bowling Green. The outside hitter was a second-team Division III All-Ohio selection 
last fall. 
 
“Each year, she has gotten better,” Corken said. “We knew another inch or two this 
year wasn’t out of the question. I don’t think anything bothers her outwardly. She’s 
very competitive, but she doesn’t like to show much and keeps it inside. 
 
“After a miss, she comes back and listens to what I tell her, and she tries it,” Corken 
added. “She never gets down. She wants to learn and do better the next attempt. 
That’s her attitude every time. She has the physical talent. It’s just fine-tuning those 
little things.” 


