
Meyer finishes brilliant career with second-place finish in 
the long jump 

 
By Kevin Gordon 
COLUMBUS — Katelyn Meyer 
fashioned the perfect finish to her 
brilliant high school Saturday 
morning. 
The Eastwood senior finished second 
in the long jump during the Division II 
state track and field championships at 
Ohio State University’s Jesse Owens 
Stadium. 
Meyer — only 24 hours after winning 
a state championship in the high jump 
— was one-quarter inch shy of adding 

a second a state title to her résumé. 
Meyer jumped 17-10 to finish behind Van Wert senior Megan Braun, who went 17-
10¼ to win the state championship. Chardon Notre Dame Cathedral Latin 
sophomore Emma Liberatore was third at 17-8½.  
Braun had the second best jump in the state this season coming into the state meet, 
a distance of 18-4. 
The All-Ohio finish was the seventh of Meyer’s career, all coming during her senior, 
junior and sophomore seasons. The top eight finishers in each event at state earn 
All-Ohio recognition and are recognized on the awards stand. 
“I’m very happy with second place. It’s an exciting way to finish my career,” said 
Meyer, who jumped 18-1½ to finish seventh in the state last season and 17-11¼ to 
finish third as a sophomore.  
Meyer was a three-time All-Ohio honoree in the high jump and an all-state honoree 
in the 100 hurdles as a sophomore. She also was a state qualifier in the 4x100 relay 
during her sophomore and junior seasons. 
“You couldn’t have scripted a better ending with her winning the high jump and 
being second in the long jump,” Eastwood coach Nikki Sabo said. “It’s been fun. I’ve 
enjoyed every moment of it, being with her and coaching her. She deserved all of the 
success she had.” 
Meyer moved from seventh to second during the finals of the long jump. 
The 16 state qualifiers are divided into two flights of eight for the preliminaries 
where the athletes receive three jumps. The top nine distances advance to the finals 
where they receive three more jumps in an attempt to improve their distance. 
In the finals, the athletes jump in the reverse order of their standing, starting with 
the ninth-place thrower. 
Meyer almost missed the finals, going 16-11¾ during the preliminaries for seventh 
place. She was fourth after the first flight. She then had to wait for the second flight 
to finish, hoping six of the eight jumpers would not beat her. 



“I wasn’t watching the second flight,” Meyer 
said. “I was talking to the other athletes. You 
know you’re kind of on the edge. When they 
announced I was in the finals, I was excited.” 
Meyer moved into second place with her jump 
of 17-10 on the first jump of the finals. She 
fouled on her second attempt and went 17-7½ 
on her final attempt. 
“I gave it all I had and tried to increase my 
distance,” Meyer said of the finals. “I definitely 
wanted something better.” 
Meyer set the school record of 18-4½ last 
season and had a best of 18-0 this season. 
Her regional distance of 17-8½ was the third 
best of the state qualifiers and her 18-0 mark 
was the third best in Division II going into the 
state meet. 
“16-11 will usually get you in the finals, but 

each year is different,” Sabo said. “She kept attacking the board and going after it.  
“When we got into the finals, we knew she had life and three more jumps, and we 
were going to keep attacking,” Sabo added. “She kept going after it, and that’s what 
you want out of a competition. She’s a competitor and brings it every time. It was a 
fun competition to be a part of.” 
Meyer’s two finishes enabled Eastwood to finish in a two-way ninth place in the 
team standings. First-place finishes are worth 10 points in the team standings, and 
second-place finishes are worth eight.  
The Eagles have had 11 athletes in nine events qualify for state during the last three 
seasons. Eastwood has scored at least 10½ points in each of the last three state 
meets. 
“She had a great career,” Sabo said. “She kept building the tradition that Eastwood 
track and field is. She’s raised the bar, literally and figuratively, for our program. 
Hopefully, that generates some more excitement in our younger kids and that 
tradition will continue.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


